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22 May 2014

POST & EMAIL
Ms Jane Moseley
Principal  Plan ner
West Sussex County Counci l
Strategic Planning Business Unit
2nd Floor,  No r th le ig h
County Hal l
Chichester
PO 19  lRH

# COPY

Dear Ms lvloseley

LAND SOUTH OF EOXAL BRIDGE. NORTHUP FIELD, WISBOROUGH GREER. WEST SUSSEX,
RH14 ODD
REFER.ENcE: r i lSCC/083/ 13/ KD
RESPONSE TO KIRDFORD PARISH COUNCIL LETTERS DATED 19AND 27 NOVEMBER 2013

We wri te on behalf  of  our c l ient,  Celt ique Energie Weald Ltd ( 'Cel t ique') ,  in response to Kirdford
Parish Counci l 's  ( ' the Parish')  comments dated 19 and 27 November 2013 in relat ion to the above
aDol icat ion.

As you are aware, v ia a let ter dated 4 December 2013, West Sussex County Counci l  ( ' the County ')
requested that Celt ique provide addit ional  informat ion in relat ion to the submit ted Environmental
Statement ( 'ES')  pursuant to Regulat ion 22 of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental
Impact Assessment) Regulat ions 201 t ,

An Addendum ES has b€en prepared and was submit ted to the County Counci l  on 25 Apri l  2014. The
Addendum ES is avai lable to v iew at Kirdford Parish Stores. The addit ional  mater ial  addresses the
major i ty of  matters raised by the Parish.

In short ,  the Parish's let ter conf i rms that i t  is  'not total ly against the pr inciple of  convent ional  Oi l
and Gas explorat ion per se' .  However,  that i t  considers the appl icat ion si te to be a ' total ly
inappropr iate locat ion'and that the locat ion of  the si te within the Parish of  Kirdford has not been
just i f ied (see Introduct ion and polnt  13),  In this respect,  the Parish's pr incipal  concerns relate to the
si te select ion process and assessment of  al ternat ives (point  2,0),  and h i9 hways/tra nsport  matters
(points 3.0,  10 and 11).  Addit ional  concerns relate to,  interal ia,  environmental  (points 4.0,7.0 and
8.0),  ecological  (5.0) and landscape/visual  (5.0) impacts.  The Parish also comment on planning
pol icy (1.0),  socio-economics (9.0) and consultat ion (5.0 and 11.0).

Whi lst  the Parish's comments were circulated some t ime ago, we thought i t  would be helpful  to set
out the Parish's concerns and our response with reference to the appl icat ion documentat ion
( including the ES and ES Addendum) as appropr iate.
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Kirdford Parish Counci l  Letter dated 19 l {ovember 2013

Slte Locatlon and Selectlon

Detai ls of  the si te select ion process and assessment of  al ternat ives are provided at Chapter 5 of  the
submit ted ES and Appendix 5.1.  This sets out how the si te search areas were def ined and the
methodology for s i te select ion.

The Parish's let ter correct ly notes that there is no statutory requirement to include an assessment of
al ternat ive si tes with the appl icat ion. Consequent ly,  there is no set methodology that Celt ique must
fol low when consider ing al ternat ive si tes.  Notwithstanding this,  Celt ique included detai ls of  s i te
select ion and the considerat ion of  al ternat ives in the ES to explain how the appl icat ion si te was
selected and why i t  is considered to be the most appropr iate within the search area having regard to
geology, environmental  and planning considerat ions. The submit ted Al ternat ive Si tes Assessment
conf i rms that 'The l4ethodoloqy is not based on any legal  statute or publ ished guidance but uses
industry experience combined with planning and environmental  informat ion to ident i fy the most
sui table locat ions' .

In response to the Couniy 's request for addi t ional  informat ion, and having regard to the Parish's
comments,  further c lar i f icat ion and explanat ion on the si te select ion process and assessment of
al ternat ives is provided in Chapter 5A of the ES Addendum, This provides further detai l  on how and
why the search areas were def ined and further conf i rms that the appl icat ion si te is most appropr late
within the search area.

The Parish Counci l  request,  at  point  2.1,  a ful l  3D seismic
been selected using maps der ived from 2D seismic l ines
exist ing ZD seismic Informat ion provides ample screening
proposed dr i l l ing operat ions at  Wisborough Green, in the
already dr i l led in the Weald area, the resul t  of  which has

survey of  the search area. The si te has
which is standard industry pract ice. The
of the sub-surface to safely support  the
same wav that i t  has for over 200 wel ls
been 26 discover ies and 13 oi l  and gas

f ie ld s.

The Parish considers that th is is an area of 'heavi ly faul ted geology'  (see point  2.1).  However,  th is is
not borne out by the legacy 2D seismic data reprocessed by Celt ique or by Celt ique's propr ietary 2D
seismic data,  Faults are present but the wel l  path wi l l  not intersect any seismical ly def ined faul t .
Even in the event that the wel l  were to intersect a faul t  th is would not be an issue, Ori l l inq through
faul ts is a rout ine operat ion that occurs in many wel ls.  ln the course of designing a wel l ,  a study is
made of the of fset wel ls.  Such a study has been completed for Wisborough Green and no wel ls in
the area have encountered problems whi le dr i l l ing through faul ts.

The present 2D seismic survey is suff ic ient for the proposed explorat ion wel l  both in ident i fy ing the
prospect and any major faul ts.  Should planning permission be granted, once the wel l  has been
dri l led and the resul ts ful ly analysed, an operat ional  decis ion can be made as to whether any further
seismic surveys, be i t  a 3D or addi t ional  2D, is required to guide any further dr i l l ing operat ions.

Chichester 's Local  Plan and Kirdford Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan

Point 1.0 of  the Parish's let ter makes reference to Chichester Distr ict 's emerging Local Plan and the
emerging Kirdford Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan (which is discussed further at  point  9.0).
The Planning Statement submttted with the appl lcat lon states, at  palagraph 7,1,  that 'Planning

appl icat ions for mineral  developments are dealt  wi th by the County planning author i ty,  and the
Development Plan consists of  planning pol icy f rom the County and local  or Distr ict  author i ty '  In this
case, West Sussex County and Chichester Distr ict  Counci ls. '
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ln th is respect,  Chichester Distr ict  Counci t  Dubl ished a document on their  websi te in November 2013
ent i t led 'Status of  Development Plan Documents'and this c lar i f ies the status of  the Development
Plan as fol lows:

' .  The 'saved pol ic ies'  of  the Chichester Distr ict  Local  Plan (First  Review),
Apri l  1999 (Attached on page 6)

The'saved pol ic ies'of  the West Sussex Minerals Local  Plan

(Please note that the weight given to pol ic ies in the above plans wi l l  depend
upon the degree to which they conform to th€ NPPF, ln the event of  a conf l ict ,
the NPPF wl l l  take precedence, '

Whi lst  at  the Pre-Submission stage, Chichester 's draf t  Local  plan is the subject of  extant
representat ions and has not been tested at examinat ion. As such, only l imited weight can be
attached to i ts provis ions. Indeed, the Examtner 's Report  (dated lanuary 2014) for the Kirdford
Neighbourhood Plan ident i f ies the development plan to comprise the saved pol ic ies of  the Local Plan
1999 (see paragraph 10) and conf i rms that the Neighbourhood Plan has not been tested against
emerging planning pol icy (paragraph l3).  In any event,  the Pre-Submission draft  does not include
pol ic ies which would speci f ical ly preclude the development of  an exploratory wel l  in the proposed
locat ion.

In terms of the emerging Kirdford Parish Neighbourhood Development Plan, Sect ion 388 of The
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) sets out what a Neighbourhood
Development Plan should and should not include. Subsect ion (1)(b) states that a Neighbourhood
Development Plan'(b) may not include provis ion about development that is excluded development ' ,
The meaning of "excluded development" is as per Sect ion 61K of The Town and Country plannlng
Act 1990 and includes'(a) development that consists of  a county matter wi thin paragraph l (1Xa) to
(h) of  Schedule 1' .  This includes the winning and working of  minerals.  The emerging Neighbourhood
Plan does not therefore apply to the proposed development.

H ighways & Access

With regard to highways, i t  is  understood that the par ish is speci f ical ly concerned with the impact of
abnormal loads, heavy goods vehicles ( 'HGV') and additronal  t raf f ic on local  roads, the assessment
of al ternat ive routes, and disturbance from construct ion traf f ic and how this wi l l  be managed (see
points 3.0 and 9.0 of  the let ter) .

Abnormal Loads

The ES conf i rms that the appl icant does not ant ic ipate any abnormal loads being del ivered to the
si te (see paragraphs 6.I7 and 10,80),  However,  the ES assesses the potent ial  impact of  abnormal
loads in any event and concludes that/  i f  abnormal loads are requlred, the ef fects would be
temporary and managed through the Construct ion Traff ic Management PIan which would be
prepared and submit ted through a planning condit ion, as is regular practrce. ES Addendum Chapter
10A provides further detai l  in respect of  abnormal loads (see paragraphs 10.54, 10.80 and Table
10 .  l 0 ) .

i r  r a  r _
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Heavy Goods Vehicles

The Parish's pr incipal  concerns in respect of  HGVS are understood to relate to the impact on the
condit ion of  local  roads and Boxal Br idge in part icular.  In this respect,  WSCC has conf i rmed that
there are no weight restr ict ions on Kirdford Road including at  Boxal Br idge, As part  of  the ES
Addendum further informat ion is provided in respect of  Boxal Br idge including swept path analysis
(see Chapter 10A and Appendix 10.9 and Appendix 10,10).  Thls demonstrates that Boxal Er idge is
able to accommodate the largest loads ant ic ipated to cross i t .

Additional Traffic

The ES acknowledges that there wi l l  be addit ional  vehicle movements associated with the proposed
development (see paragraph 10.47),  but goes on to c lar i fy why this would not resul t  in s igni f icant
transport  ef fects (see paragraph 10.92),  As such there would not be a signi f icant impact on the road
l inks between local  sett lements which the Parish consider are' interdependent 'wi th the transport
l inks 'essent ial '  to the wel l -berng of the communit ies within these sett lements (point  9.0) The ES
Addendum provides further informat ion in respect of  vehicle movements for each phase of
development (see ES Addendum Table 10. l l )  which further conf i rms that no signi f icant ef fects are
ant ic ipated to occur in this regard.

Routing

In respect of  rout ing, the County 's approach to f reight management is for lorr ies to be kept on
routes ident i f ied in the Advisory Lorry Route network for as long as possible.  The County 's Advisory
Lorry Route map is provided at ES Appendix 10.1.  The nearest road on the Advisory Lorry Route in
the vic ini ty of  the a ppl icat ion si te is the A272. The Parish express reservat ions that the A2 72 is not a
strategic lorry route.  The Route map ident i f ies the A272 as a 'Local  Lorry Route'def ined as routes
'Used for the start ing or- f inal  leg of  longer distance lorry t r ips ' .  The 4272 woutd be used for the f inal
leg of  lorry t r ips.  I t  therefore accords with the County 's def in i t ion. A number of  routes from the
Advisory Lorry Route network to the si te were assessed through the ES (see paragraphs 10.48 to
10.54 and Table 10.4).  The ES conf i rms that the route from the A272 to the si te v ia Durdans Road/
Kirdford Road is the most appropr iate.  This has been discussed and agreed with the County

Construction Traffic Management

Construct ion traf f ic management has been careful ly considered as part  of  the proposals.  The ES
provides detai ls of  the construct ion programme and management at  Chapter 64 with detai ls of
construction traffic at Chapter 10A. Both of these chapters have been updated as part of the ES
Addendum to provide further informat ion and clar i f icat ion including further detai ls of  measures to be
inctuded in the Construct ion Traff ic Management Plan (see paragraph 10.85).  Unt i l  such a t ime as al l
consultat ion responses on the ES AddenJum have been received, i t  wi l l  not be possible to f inal ise
the draft  p lan. However,  as much detai l  as possible has been included at th is stage to inform any
Construct ion Traff ic Management Plan condit ion to be at tached to any temporary planning
pe rm tss to n.

Noise, EcoloEy, Landscape and Vlsual ,  Contamlnat lon and Air  Qual i ty

The Parrsh, at  points 4.0 to 8.0 of  i ts let ter,  express concerns regarding noise, ecology, landscape
and visual  impacts,  contaminat ion and air  qual t ty respect ively.  The ES Addendum Includes addlt ional
clar i f icat ion in respect oF nolse and vibrat ion at  Chapter 9A. Addit ional  informat ion on ecology,
including further survey resul ts,  is provided at Chapter 7A, wlth further informat ion on l ight ing and
associated landscape and visual  lmpacts provided at 8A. Chapter 11A on Ground and Groundwater
Protect ion has been updated and a new chapter on alr  qual i ty is included as Chapter 15'

r r l ^ i ' r i l
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The updated/ amended informat ion and new informat ion on air  qual i ty cont inues to conf i rm that the
proposals would not give r ise to s igni f icant environmental  impacts.

Socio-Economics

At point  9.0 of  i ts let ter,  the Parish requests that the'potent ial  negat ive and benef ic ial  f inancial
impacts '  of  the proposed development are quant i f ied. Chapter 13.0 of  the ES assesses the l ikely
impact of  the proposals on socio-economics and f inds that the development would have a negl ig ible
to moderate/  minor benef ic ial  impact on the socio-economics of  the area (see Table 13.19),  In the
event that hydrocarbons are found as part  of  the exploratory work and an appl icat ion is made to
appraise or produce from the wel l ,  fur ther assessment of  the potent ial  negat ive and benef ic ial
impac ts  w i l l  be  made  in  any  subsequen t  p lann ing  submiss ion .

Consultat ion

Prior to the submission of  the planning appl icat ion the Appl icant undertook consultat ion with local
communit jes which the Parish acknowledges in i ts let ter at  point  11. The ful l  detai ls of  the
consultat ion are set out rn the Statement of  Community lnvolvement (August 2013) submit ted with
the appl icat ion. ln addi t lon, the Appl icant has held further events within the Parjshes to ensure
dialogue with residents cont inues, including two community one-on-one surger ies hosted at Kirdford
Vi l lage Stores on 27 September 2013 and Wisborough Green Vi l lage Hal l  on 28 October 2013. These
were advert ised in let ters to the residents dated 23 August 2013.

The Parish has queried whether adjoining local  author i t ies have been consulted on the proposals
(point  5.0).  I t  is  understood that the County has undertaken statutory consultat ion with relevant
consultees including the distr ict  counci l  and adjacent planning author i t ies.  Consultat ion responses
are provided on the County 's websi te f rom the South Downs Nat ional  Park Author i ty (2 December
2013),  Chichester Distr ict  Counci l  (15 November 2013) and Horsham Distr ict  Counci l  (17 October
2013).  The South Downs Nat ional  Park Author i ty and Horsham Distr ict  Counci l  responses conf i rm no
object ion to the proposals.  Chichester Distr ict  Councr l  does not object to ihe proposals subject to
further consideratron of  noise impacts and condit ions relat ing to air  qual i ty,  contaminated land and
construct ion management.

Further Amendments

A number of  conf l icts/  errors,  which the Parish al lege, are l isted at  point  12 of  i ts let ter.  With regard
to the Statement of  Community lnvolvement,  the Parish is correct that the f igure of  440lo provided
for respondents who agreed or strongly agreed that the si te is sui table (3 'd bul let ;  page 4) has been
incorrect ly c i ted and should state 34% (as per paragraph 4.3;  page 18).  However,  the radius for
distr ibut ion (paragraph 3,3;  page 10/ l1)  is correct and the County has conf i rmed that Boxal Br idge
is sui table from a highway perspect ive (sect ion 5;  page 33).  The Flood Risk Assessment is correct in
respect of  remediat ion works to Boxal Br idge (sect ion 2;  page 2) as is the Environment Agency f lood
r isk categorisat ion of  the si te (sect ion 3;  page 4).  With respect to the Parish's comments on the
Planning Statement relat ing to nat ional  energy need and local  pol icy compi iance, our v iew is that
nei ther comment warrants amendments to the Planning Statement.

Kirdford Parish Counci l  Letter dated 27 November 2013

The Parish's let ter of  27 November 2013 relates to highways and encloses a report  ent i t led' In i t ia l
Review of Traff ic Data and Hlghway Measures'  by Temple dated 20 November 2013. The Parish
highl ights the speci f ic concerns regarding highway safety and the si te access. The ES Addendum
includes further informat ion at  Chapter 10A and assoclated appendices in respect of ,  inter al ia,  s i te
access (see Appendix 10.9 and Appendix 10.10),  highway safety (see Appendix 10.13),  vehicle
movements for each phase (see Table 10.11) and the types and sizes of  vehicles expected to t ravel
to/ f rom the si te dur ing construct ion (see Appendix 10.11).
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The additional information Drovided in the Addendum ES further conflrms that no signlflcant
transport impacts are anticipated to arise from the development.

We hope the above is helpful and the information provides a useful 'roadmap'of how the submitted
material and ES Addendum addresses the Parish Council's comments.

We look forward to continuing to discuss the application with you and we would be grateful for
confirmation of receipt. In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact Celtlque Energie or the
writer at this office if you have any queries or require any further information'

Yours sincerelv

BOB I'ICCURRY
Director

cc: Jenny Massingham, Plannlng Advisor,  Celt lque Energie
Kirdford Parish Council Clerk
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