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1. Executive Summary

In 2008 the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) awarded Celtique
Energie Weald Ltd (Celtique) four Petroleum Exploration and Development Licences

(PEDLs) to explore for oil and gas in southern England.

Celtique has identified a suitable location for a temporary exploratory well site
between the villages of Kirdford and Wisborough Green. The company has
submitted a planning application seeking permission to carry out well site
construction and drilling activity to assess whether oil or gas production would be

commercially viable.

In May 2013, Celtique held a two-day public exhibition event at Kirdford Village Hall.
Prior to the event, the following initiatives were carried out in order to maximise
public attendance: sending invitation letters to approximately 968 residents living
within a one-mile radius of the proposed well site and the villages of Kirdford and
Wisborough Green; writing letters to key stakeholders within the local community;

and securing advertisement in the local media.

Prior to its public exhibition, Celtique hosted a preview session for local elected
representatives from West Sussex County Council, Kirdford Parish Council and West

Chiltington Parish Council.

A dedicated online consultation page was launched on Celtique’s website to coincide
with the public exhibition event. The page included dates and times of the exhibition
events, contact details of how members of the public can get in touch with Celtique,
and electronic copies of both the exhibition boards and the comment form following

the event.
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The two-day public exhibition event took place on Friday 17 May (4pm — 8pm) and
Saturday 18 May (1lam — 3pm). On Friday 17 May, a preview event for key
stakeholders (3pm — 4pm) was also held in advance of the public exhibition.
Comment forms were provided to allow attendees to comment on Celtique’s
proposals and share their views. Approximately 156 people attended the exhibition,
of which 28 completed comment forms over the course of the two days. A further 36

forms received in the weeks following.

‘Vehicle movements to and from the site’ was considered an important issue by
35% of respondents; ‘visual impact of the drilling rig’ was considered an important
issue by 17%; whilst ‘protection of groundwater aquifers’ was considered to be an

important issue by 24%.

Taking in consideration factors such as natural screening and distance from nearby
properties, 44% of respondents either ‘strongly agreed’ or ‘agreed’ that this would
be an appropriate location for a temporary well site. A further 17% neither agreed

nor disagreed.

Reducing the UK’s reliance on gas imports; promoting gas to complement
renewable energy and mitigating climate change all received the support of at least

50% of feedback respondents.

Following the public exhibition, 49% of respondents indicated that they felt ‘very
informed’ about Celtique’s proposals; 34% of respondents felt ‘somewhat

informed’.

A presentation was given to members of both Kirdford Parish Council and
Wisborough Green Parish Council on 24 June 2013 to provide them with an update
on the consultation feedback received to date and discuss what measures Celtique is

proposing to address local concerns over site traffic.
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e Celtigue will continue to engage with and update the community and key
stakeholders in the coming months ahead, following the submission of its planning

application to West Sussex County Council.
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2. Introduction

2.1. Introduction

Celtique Energie Weald Ltd. (“Celtique”) is a British oil and gas exploration company that has
been operating since 2004 and is led by an experienced team who have worked in energy

exploration and production for many years.

Celtique employs 30 members of full time staff and longstanding consultants covering
specialist areas. The company’s head office is located in London. Further information on the

company can be found on its website www.celtiqueenergie.com.

In 2008, Celtique and its joint venture investment partner Magellan Petroleum (UK) were
awarded four licences in southern England’s Weald area from the Department of Energy
and Climate Change (DECC) to undertake exploratory drilling in the area. Detailed geological
studies have indicated that there may be significant untapped reserves of gas or oil in this

area.

Celtique is committed to open and transparent communication and consultation with local

communities and appointed PPS Group to assist in the delivery of a community engagement

programme. This report outlines the activities undertaken throughout this bespoke

consultation process.

2.2. Background and Purpose of Community Engagement

The importance of pre-application engagement is recognised in the Government’s National

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), adopted in March 2012, which states that:
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“Early engagement has significant potential to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of the planning application system for all parties. Good quality pre-
application discussion enables better coordination between public and private

resources and improved outcomes for the community.” (Section 188, page 45)

In accordance with the NPPF, Celtique has undertaken a programme of early engagement
with the local community, to ensure that the local community has the opportunity to inform
the company’s proposals prior to the submission of the application. The consultation
programme has sought to identify and resolve any issues or concerns raised by local

residents.

Against this background, the objectives of this engagement strategy and programme are as
follows:

° To meet the requirements for pre-application consultation on major planning
applications as set out in the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and supporting
guidance, including West Sussex County Council’s Statement of Community Involvement;

° To ensure that the local community, its elected representatives and key stakeholders
are fully engaged in the plans at both the pre- and post-application stages; and

. To demonstrate how feedback has been incorporated in the revised proposals, and

to explain why not, if it has not been.

2.3 West Sussex County Council’s Statement of Community Involvement

West Sussex County Council’s revised Statement of Community Involvement (SCl), adopted
in June 2012, is a comprehensive document that demonstrates their commitment to taking
public consultation seriously. West Sussex County Council provides a series of guidance to
assist developers in understanding the level of consultation required as part of their
planning application to the county council. This understanding of the role of consultation is

in line with PPS’s approach. According to West Sussex County Council’s SCI’s categorisation

7/73



of the levels of engagement required, Celtique Energie’s application is considered a ‘major

application’ and has therefore required the highest levels of engagement expected.

2.4 PPS and Community Engagement

PPS is an independent communications company that specialises in community
consultations relating to planning applications. PPS was one of the first companies to
understand the need for consultation on planning applications and has become an expert at
developing tailored programmes to ensure that its community consultations contribute
positively to the planning process. PPS is an active member of both the Association of
Professional Political Consultants (which promotes transparency and openness in public
affairs consultancy, through the promotion of a strong ethical code) and the Consultation
Institute, which helps all those engaged in public and stakeholder consultation to absorb

and promote best practice.

PPS has developed an approach to consultation that reflects latest Government policy to
ensure full and thorough local engagement within the planning process, as enshrined in the
Localism Act 2011. PPS has acted on numerous community consultations on major planning
issues up and down the country and across almost all development sectors. Additionally,
we have assisted several local authorities in England on the drafting of their own SCls, and
north of the border we have advised the Scottish Executive on how consultation can be

better incorporated into the Scottish planning system.
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3.1 Introduction

3. Programme

The consultation and engagement activities undertaken by Celtique were designed to follow

PPS’s ‘eight-point plan’ that represents best practice consultation in planning:

1. Identify

2. Sign-off

3. Notify and Inform

4. Consult

5. Measure

6. Respond

7. Report and Publish

Undertake a stakeholder identification exercise to identify all
sections of the community who should be engaged, including

'hard to reach' groups. Consider stakeholder mapping.

Discuss the consultation and engagement plan with the local

authority prior to implementation.

Notify all of those to be consulted through the appropriate

and agreed channels and inform them of the proposals.

Consult with stakeholders through a variety of
communications techniques determined by the specifics of

the scheme, the local area and the local authority.

Measure and analyse the responses to the consultation

process.
Use the ongoing consultation and engagement process to

respond to feedback received.

Prepare a report on the consultation process to be submitted
with the planning application. Notify participants of the

outcome of the consultation and publish your findings.
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8. Continuous Post submission; continue a programme of engagement
Engagement with stakeholders and the public as the proposals move

through the planning process.

3.2 Meetings programme with stakeholders

To ensure that the Minerals Planning Authority was satisfied with Celtique’s approach to
local engagement, Celtique met with officers from West Sussex County Council on 8
February 2012 to present a ‘consultation methodology statement’ that outlined its

approach to consultation on future well site applications and receive their feedback.

Prior to its public consultation event, Celtique offered briefing meetings to a number of local
stakeholders to introduce itself as a company and outline its proposals for the site. Meetings

were subsequently held with the following parties:

° Kirdford Parish Council on 24 June 2013 (joint update presentation with Wisborough
Green Parish Council);

° Wisborough Green Parish Council on 24 June 2013 (joint update presentation with
Kirdford Parish Council; and

) Nick Herbert, Member of Parliament for Arundel & South Downs, on 9 July 2013.

Celtique will continue to offer and seek where appropriate meetings with local stakeholders

throughout the post-submission phase of the application.

3.3 Distribution
Prior to the public exhibition event, an assessment was carried out to establish a suitable

distribution area for invitation letters to be sent out to residents local to Celtique’s

proposed site. Through desktop analysis, three overlapping distribution areas were selected:
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e A one mile radius around Wisborough Green;
e A .75 mile radius around Kirdford; and

e A .75 mile radius around the proposed well site.

This distribution radius was designed to maximise awareness of the proposals within both
the Kirdford and Wisborough Green communities as well as residents living in proximity to
the proposed well site itself. A total of 968 invitation letters were issued within this
designated areas via second class postage, arriving on doorsteps 14 days prior to the first

exhibition date.

Separate letters were also sent to key stakeholders inviting them to the exhibition preview
event, which took place on Friday 17 May, 3pm — 4pm, prior to the public exhibition. Key
stakeholders invited to this preview event included members from West Sussex County
Council, Horsham District Council, Kirdford Parish Council and Wisborough Green Parish

Council.

3.4 Media

In order to raise awareness about the public exhibition event beyond the letter distribution
area, a quarter page newspaper advert was placed in the West Sussex County Times in the
week prior to the first exhibition event. With a weekly circulation of 19,501, it was decided
that placing an advert in the County Times would be an effective method of raising

awareness of the exhibition event.
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3.5 Public Exhibition

Public exhibition events took place at Kirdford Village Hall on:

. Friday 17 May, 4pm — 8pm (preview event, 3pm —4pm)

. Saturday 18 May, 11am —3pm

The exhibition, which was attended by
approximately 154 people, consisted of 22
information boards  that displayed
information including: details regarding the
company and its proposals; the
environmental impact assessment
undertaken to date; the geological
composition at the proposed well site; and

the drilling process that would be used

during exploration. Information displayed on the exhibition boards was reproduced in the

form of a compact booklet, and made available for consultees to take away with them from

the event.

Comment forms were also made available,
so as to allow attendees to share their
thoughts and leave their comments. A
number of attendees submitted completed
forms immediately following the event; for
those who chose to complete their forms at
home, a return address was printed on each
form, and it was explained that consultees
had until 3 July 2012 to return their

completed forms.
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3.7 Consultation website

In order to keep local residents updated about Celtique’s proposals, a consultation page was
established on the company’s website accessible using the URL

www.celtiqueenergie.com/wisboroughgreen or www.celtiqueenergie.com/kirdford.

An online copy of exhibition boards and the comment form were made available to
download; this ensured that those who were unable to attend the exhibition event were still

informed about the proposals and given the opportunity to submit their feedback.

3.8 Community information line and email address

A dedicated community information line (9am - 5.30pm, Monday to Friday) and

consultation email address (consultation@celtiqueenergie.com) were both set up in order

to deal with enquiries from members of the public, and answer any questions about
Celtique and its well site proposals. A total of 13 enquiries have been received via the
community line or e-mail thus far, focusing predominantly on the location of the site and
requesting a copy of the exhibition boards from the public consultation. A log of these

enquiries has been provided in the appendix to this SCI.
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4. Feedback Analysis

A total of 64 completed comment forms were received by PPS in the period following
Celtique’s public exhibition events and before its deadline for consultation responses on 7
June 2013. The comment forms were designed to help identify the local community’s views
on Celtique’s proposed exploratory well site and enable Celtique to address any concerns

prior to the submission of its planning application.

4.1 How did you find out about today’s public exhibition?

The majority of those who provided feedback indicated that they had found out about the

exhibition via a letter to their home (64%).
6% of respondents indicated that they had learned of the public exhibition via a recent

article in West Sussex County Times, whilst 3% had been prompted by the accompanying

advert.
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17% of those who provided feedback explained that they had heard about the event

through word of mouth.

Eight respondents (11%) were informed of the event through ‘Other’ means, which included

the following;

e Three respondents found out about the exhibition from their Parish Council
e Three respondents were informed via email
e Another respondent attended due to a phone call

e The other respondent did not specify how they were informed
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4.2 What do you think are the most important issues for Celtique to consider as part of

its temporary well site application?

As the diagram above indicates, the top three issues for respondents included;

e Visual impact of drilling rig (17%)
e Vehicle movements to and from the site (35%)

e Protection of groundwater aquifers (24%)

Fewer respondents were concerned with operational safety on site (9%).

Nine respondents (13%) identified ‘other’ issues that were not listed on the comment form,

these included;

e Noise levels
e Lighting/light pollution
e Access route to and from the site;

e Additional traffic movements
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e Wildlife concerns
e Smell

e Seismic activity
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4.3  Taking into consideration factors such as natural screening and distance from
nearby properties, do you agree that Wisborough Green is an appropriate location for a

temporary well site?

When taking into account factors such as natural screening and distance from nearby
properties, the majority of consultees responded positively to Celtique’s proposals; 11%
(seven respondents) agreed strongly that Wisborough Green would be an appropriate
temporary well site location, whilst 23% (15 respondents) agreed. 31% (20 respondents)
expressed a strong disagreement with the suitability of Wisborough Green as an appropriate
location, whilst 9% also disagreed. A significant proportion of respondents (17%) neither
agreed nor disagreed with the suitability of Wisborough Green as an appropriate location,

whilst 8% (five respondents) did not know.
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4.4  Thinking about what you have seen here today, what sections of the public

exhibition have you found most informative?

The largest proportion of respondents (38%) indicated that the section detailing the location
plans of Celtique’s proposed site was the most informative aspect of the exhibition; 22% (24
respondents) found that the exploration and drilling information had been the most
informative; 20% (22 respondents) expressed their view that details concerning the
environmental assessment had been the most useful. Fewer respondents (12% or 13) felt
that the geological information had been the most informative, whilst 9% of consultees (ten

respondents) did not provide an answer.
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4.5 How better informed about Celtique’s proposals are you after today’s event?

Following Celtique’s public exhibition, 34% (21 respondents) of those who provided
feedback indicated that they felt ‘very informed’ about the company’s proposals. Thirty
respondents (49%) indicated that they had been somewhat informed. Only a total of five
respondents stated they were either not that informed (5%) or not at all informed (3%) after
viewing the exhibition. Five respondents (8%) also did not complete this question on their

feedback form.
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4.6 Issues

As part of its feedback process, Celtique asked consultees to consider the importance of the

following current issues associated with UK energy:

(a) Reducing the UK’s reliance on gas

The vast majority of respondents placed importance on the need to reduce the UK’s reliance
on gas imports; more than half the number of respondents providing feedback (76%) felt
that the need to reduce UK reliance on gas imports was ‘very important’, or ‘important’.

Only two respondent (6%) suggested that this issue was ‘not that important’, whilst 2% of

respondents did not know.
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(b) Promoting the use of natural gas to complement renewable energy sources

Regarding the need to promote the use of natural gas to complement renewable energy
sources, 10% (6 respondents) indicated that this was ‘very important’. 30 respondents (48%)
believed the need for natural gas to complement renewable energy sources was
‘important’, whilst a lower proportion of consultees (5%) believed this need was ‘not at all
important’. 13 respondents (21%) either felt that it was not that important or not at all
important, with 3% of respondents were unsure whether the need to promote the use of

natural gas to complement renewable energy was important or not.
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(c) Mitigating climate change by supporting renewable technologies

62% (39 respondents) placed a certain degree of importance regarding the need to mitigate
climate change by supporting renewable technology; 30% (19 respondents) indicated that
they felt that the need to mitigate climate change was ‘very important’. Some respondents
placed a lesser emphasis on the importance of mitigating climate change through support
for renewable technologies; 13% (eight respondents) believed the need was ‘not that
important’, whilst 8% (five respondents) believed the need for ‘not at all important’. 3%

(two respondents) did not provide an answer to the question.
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(d) Supporting community initiatives if the site becomes a producing well

A high proportion of those who provided feedback believed it to be either ‘important’ (32%)
or ‘very important’ (35%) for Celtique to support community initiatives if it's Wisborough
Green site were to become a producing well. A much lower proportion of respondents
downplayed the need for Celtique to support community initiatives; with only one
respondent (2%) suggesting that this was ‘not that important’. 6% (four respondents) did

not know whether this issue was important or not.
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(e) Creating employment and apprenticeship opportunities for local people

A high proportion of those who provided feedback believed it to be either ‘important’ (39%)
or ‘very important’ (19%) for Celtigue to create employment and apprenticeship
opportunities for local people. A much lower proportion of respondents downplayed the
importance of this issue; six respondents (10%) indicated this issue was ‘not that important’,
whilst seven respondent (11%) expressed their view that the issue was ‘not at all important’.
Three respondents (5%) were unsure whether it was important or not for Celtique to create

employment and apprenticeship opportunities for local people.
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4.7 General Comments

Amongst the written comments received from respondents providing feedback:

e Eight comments were generally supportive;

e 16 comments placed emphasis on traffic issues;

e 10 comments were made in regard to environmental concerns,
e 14 comments were generally negative; and

e Five comments were neutral in tone.

A more detailed breakdown of the comments received is listed below:

Generally supportive comments indicated the following;

e “We are in favour of this exciting proposal”

e “In principle | am pleased with the proposals and wish it every success”

Comments regarding traffic issues included:

e “The timing of lorries leaving site very important. Primary school makes the roads in

the village very busy and lots of children around.”
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e “Biggest issue for Kirdford is additional traffic/tanker movements on small
!H

unclassified roads on bridges we don’t want made longer

e “Traffic impact on Wisborough Green is major worry.”

Comments regarding environmental issues included:
e “Potential light pollution.”
e “Noise and vibration - impact upon farm animals and horses which are more
sensitive.”
e “Although the above issues are important, equally so is the preservation of our

endangered wildlife and countryside for future generations.”

Generally negative comments indicated the following;
e “Boxal Bridge will not accommodate heavy lorries. | do not believe the adequate
thought has been given to this.”
e “The site and location, in the depths of the West Sussex countryside, is totally
inappropriate. There will be an increased risk of road accidents and noise and light

pollution.”

Neutral comments included:
e “My initial concerns on hearing about the proposal have been addressed to a large
extent.”
e “It would be helpful to visit a similar site to see it in working action to be able to

understand the whole idea further.”
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4.8 Demographics

(a) Gender

50% (31 respondents) of those who provided feedback, following the exhibition event were

female; 26% (16 respondents) were male; 24% (15 respondents) did not provide an answer.
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(b) Age

The 55 to 64 and 65 + age groups were overwhelming represented through the feedback
provided. 54% (33 respondents) were aged 65 or over, whilst 27% (15 respondents) were
aged between 55 and 64. The 45 to 54 age group represented 10% (7 respondents) of those
providing feedback, whilst 6% (3 respondents) represented the 35 to 44 age category. There
were no consultees from either the 26 to 34 or the 18 to 25 age categories, who provided

feedback following the public exhibition.
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5. Responses

During the consultation there were a number of issues raised by respondents that Celtique

have sought to address in its proposals.

Issue Response

Volume and | Celtique recognises the importance of safely managing site traffic and any
timing of associated risks to employees and road users alike. While its proposals
traffic would generate less than a 3% increase on existing levels on Kirdford Road
movements | at the most intense period of operations during the site construction,

Celtique has prepared a draft Traffic Management Plan (TMP) that outlines

the steps it is taking to manage site traffic as a responsible operator.

In response to community feedback provided through the consultation and
the presentation to Kidford and Wisborough Green Parish Councils on 24
June 2013, Celtique has also included the following additional proposals in
our planning application subject to further discussion with West Sussex
County Council:

e Temporary traffic lights for Heavy Vehicles

e Temporary speed restrictions along Kirdford Road

e Restrictions on parking beside cricket field

e Restrict movements to and from the site to avoid peak movements in

morning, evening and school run
e Stipulate in contracts with contractors that they must honour

Celtique’s commitments to the local community

As part of the draft TMP, Celtique will liaise with the local community over
the optimal timings for construction traffic to access the site, so as to avoid

peak periods of activity for residents such as collections/drop-offs to local
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schools and rush hour for workers in the morning/evening.

All of Celtique’s contractors will be required to meet the operating standards
set out of Celtique’s Health, Safety, Environment and Community (HSEC)
Management Standards. This will include honouring Celtique’s commitments
to the community regarding the times vehicles arrive to and depart from the
site. All contractors’ performance will be observed by personnel on the site
and audits will be periodically conducted. All heavy vehicles will also have
an electronic log which allows us to check the route they have followed if

required.

Route for

site traffic

Construction traffic accessing the site will be required to keep to the
Advisory Lorry Route network for as long as possible prior to accessing the
site. The Advisory Lorry Route network has been established by West
Sussex, the highway authority, in order to keep as many lorries as possible
on suitable roads and for as long as possible, in order to minimise the impact

of lorries within the County.

A number of members of the local community, including representatives
from Kirdford Parish Council and Wisborough Green Parish Council,
requested that Celtique consider an alternative route option using Skiff Lane
for site traffic to access the proposed well site from the A272 Petworth

Road.

In response to this, Celtique has undertaken additional traffic survey work to
consider the alternative route option. However, following discussions with
the highways department at West Sussex County Council, Celtique has been
advised that the preference would still be for the construction vehicles to
take the most direct and shortest route from the A272 via Wisborough

Green as the alternative route option appears to introduce some potential
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safety hazards. Therefore Celtique is progressing with its original routing

options.

Types of
vehicles
accessing

site

A number of residents queried the dimensions of vehicles accessing the

proposed well site.

Celtique has provided indicative length/width/height dimensions for the
vehicles that would be accessing the exploration site during both the

construction and drilling phases.

Typical light vehicle

Overall length —5.1m
Overall width —1.8m

Typical flatbed delivery lorry

Overall length — 12m
Overall width —2.5m

Typical 20ft tipper truck

Overall length —10.2m
Overall width —2.5m

Typical tanker
Overall length — 15.3m

Overall width — 2.5m

To put these figures into context, the typical dimensions for a FTA design

articulated vehicle and a single deck bus are provided for comparison below.

FTA design articulate vehicle
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Overall length —16.5m
Overall width —2.55m

Single deck bus

Overall length —11.9m
Overall width —2.4m

Use of Boxal | Following extensive discussions with West Sussex County Council, Celtique

Bridge for has received confirmation that the highways authority is satisfied that Boxal

site traffic Bridge is suitable for both light and heavy vehicles accessing the proposed
well site.

Visual Celtique has chosen this site location for its proposals in part due to the

impact of existing woodland at Northup Copse to the north and Nonesuch Copse to

drilling rig the south, which provides good natural screening for Celtique’s operations.

As part of its Environmental Statement, Celtique has commissioned an
independent landscape architect to undertake a Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment (LVIA), which assesses the potential visual impact of the
drilling rig across a number of viewpoint locations around the drilling rig and
from a range of distances. The LVIA demonstrates that the visual impact,
during the maximum 12-week period when drilling is taking place on site, is

moderate/minor adverse for the vast majority of residents living in the area.

Protection of | Celtique has undertaken a detailed Environmental Impact Assessment which
groundwater | shows that the site is not in an area where people use water from aquifers
aquifers for water supply, either public or private. There is also no local groundwater
sources designated as aquifers by the Environment Agency. However,
Celtique is taking a number of measures to ensure that any aquifers that are

present in the area are safely protected from contamination.
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Celtique will drill down to a designated depth below any freshwater
aquifers, at which point the drill string will be removed and surface casing
will be run into the wellbore. The surface casing is then secured in place with
cement. The combination of casing and cement acts as a barrier to protect
the water aquifer throughout the drilling process. Throughout the process
an environmentally-friendly drilling mud using freshwater with non-toxic

additives will be used for drilling.

In addition, surface water and drainage will be carefully managed on the site
itself through the following design measures: :

» drainage along the access road where required;

e lining of the internal well site with an impermeable membrane falling to a
perimeter interceptor ditch;

e interceptor ditches falling to a corner sump; and

e the contents of the perimeter interceptor ditches and sump will be:

a) used for building new drilling mud;

b) released to the water environment after passing through a Class 1 Full
Retention separator; or

c) taken by tanker to an approved disposal facility if contaminants are

present.

Noise

A comprehensive Noise Assessment has been carried out to ensure noise
levels during construction and operation are not harmful to residents or the

local environment.

During the construction period, noise levels will be similar to that of a typical
civil construction project where earth-moving equipment is in operation.
Celtique will limit its operations to working hours agreed by the County

Council to ensure that the impact on local residents is minimised, and the
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distance of the site away from residential properties should ensure that this

work proceeds without undue notice.

Construction work for the site will only be undertaken during working hours
agreed with the County Council. These will be likely be during conventional
working hours (07:30 — 18:30hrs Monday to Friday, 07:30 — 13:00 hrs
Saturdays) to minimise any disruption for local residents. No construction

work would be undertaken on Sundays or public holidays.

During the drilling phase, the noise generated from operations will be
several decibels lower than the construction phase at 35dB to 38dB —
quieter, in comparison, than the sound of bird calls or a car driving along a

local road.

Light During the drilling phase, the rig will operate 24hrs, 7 days per week and will
pollution need to be illuminated at night for the safety of the crew working on the
site.
With the exception of the derrick, which will be lit, and the anti-collision
light on top of the derrick for aircraft, all lighting will be at a low level, and
face inwards and downwards onto the site. This will ensure that any lighting
will have minimal visual impact and not be intrusive for local residents.
Impact on The long-term protection of the environment, both above and below ground
local ecology | is of the utmost importance to Celtique and we are committed to minimising

the impact of our operations.

Celtique’s independent ecological consultants have undertaken a
comprehensive range of surveys for a variety of species on and around the
site to ensure that the proposed development would not have a negative

impact. The results of these studies are documented in full the
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Environmental Statement submitted as part of Celtique’s planning
application, and the scheme has been designed to avoid negative impacts on

wildlife.

In adition, in response to feedback from the Sussex Wildlife Trust and other
stakeholders, the layout of our site has been relocated 15m further away
from the woodland edge to avoid any impacts on bats and other woodland
animals. The results of these studies and the mitigation measures proposed
will be documented in full in the Environmental Statement submitted as part

of Celtique’s forthcoming planning application.”
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6. Summary

In line with West Sussex County Council’s Statement of Community Involvement, Celtique
has undertaken a programme of public consultation to engage with local residents and

stakeholders on its proposed exploratory well site near Kirdford and Wisborough Green.

The consultation programme consisted of early stakeholder briefing meetings and a two day
public exhibition event, with a preview event for key stakeholders beforehand. To maximise
public attendance, over 960 invitation letters were delivered to local residents. Key
stakeholders were also written to and contacted, and advertisement was securing in the
local newspaper. In addition, a community information line and consultation email address
were set up and publicised on a dedicated consultation page, which was added to Celtique’s

website.

The public response from the two day public exhibition event has helped Celtique to build a
stronger understandingof the key issues for local people and stakeholders. Over the course
of the two day consultation event, 154 members of the public attended. A total of 64
completed comment forms were received by Celtique during the consultation period,

alongside a number of telephone and email enquiries.

The issues that were most frequently raised by attendees included noise, traffic and visual
impact of the drilling rig. Consideration was also given to concerns about the necessity of oil

or gas exploration, and the potential contribution to climate change.

Celtique is committed to keeping the local community updated as the plans progress. The
community information line and consultation email address will continue to operate and
there is a dedicated page on Celtique’s website about the consultation process. Celtique
submits its application to West Sussex County Council fully aware that the council’s own

consultation may reveal further issues and lead to further disucssion of the proposals.
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Celtique will, where possible, continue to remain open to further engagement throughout

the planning process as the application proceeds towards determination.
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7. Appendix

7.1 Map showing public exhibition invitation letter distribution area

Map Data © Google 2013
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7.2 Public exhibition invitation letter

L eltique i:nergie WY eald Limited

3 May 2013

Dear Local Resident,

Consultation on proposed exploratory drilling planning application near Wisborough Green
Public Exhibition 17/18 May 2013 at Kirdford Village Hall, Kirdford

| am writing to you personally as the chief executive of Celtique Energie Weald Limited (Celtique), a
British oil and gas exploration company, to let you know of our intention to seek planning permission
for a temporary exploratory well site near the village of Wisborough Green. As such we would like to
invite you to attend one of our exhibitions so that you can find out more about the proposals, details of
which are provided below.

In 2008 the Department for Energy and Climate Change awarded Celtique a number of licenses to
explore for oil and gas reserves. These licenses are primarily based in the Sussex Weald: a region
that has witnessed continuous onshore exploration activity from the nineteenth century and a number
of successiul local oil wells operating at sites near Singleton, Stomington and Baxters Copse. These
wells operate in a low-key and non-invasive way, while making a confribution to the UK's onshore
energy supply.

After undertaking detailed surveys within this license area, we have identified a potential exploration
site located in a field adjacent to Northup Copse, north-west of Wisborough Green village. The
proposed site is set away from residential properties, with effective screening provided by Northup
Copse to the north and Nonesuch Copse to the south.

Our plans for the proposed site near Wisborough Green would involve preparation and installation of
a drilling rig, which we would use to test for the presence of cil or gas reserves. This process would
involve drilling to depths of approximately 8,750 feet and taking core and rock cutting samiples, which
would be recovered and analysed at the surface. The drilling rig would be at the site for about two
months, with site preparation work beginning two months beforehand.

The primary objective for our well is to target oil or gas trapped in limestone rocks found within the
Kimmeridge formation. In the event that our exploration well is successful we may drill a horizontal
well at a future date to produce commercial quantities from this zone and this option would be
included in our application.

This well and planning application does not involve the use of hydraulic fracturing. However, in line
with our policy on open communication, we want to let you know that we will also take data on shale
rock formafions encountered in the well to lock at the potential in these zones for commercially viable
levels of “zhale gas". Should these data provide pesitive indications we may wish to explore these
zones further, but this would be the subject of a separate planning application and further consultation
with the community.

Celtique is committed to being an open and transparent operator and recently held a successful
programme of engagement with local communities in relation to our conventional exploration site at
Broadford Bridge, which received planning permission from West Sussex County Council in February
2013

We intend to host a public consultation event for our Wisborough Green well site applicaion in the:
main hall at Kirdford Village Hall, Village Road, Kirdford, West Sussex RH14 OND {map provided
overleaf) on the following dates:

+ Friday 17 May, 4pm — &pm

+  Saturday 18 May, 11am - 3pm

40 /73



41 /73



7.3 Press advert that appeared in the West Sussex County Times on 9 May
2013

42 /73



7.4 Press coverage

West Sussex County Times, 23 May 2013
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West Sussex County Times, 23 May 2013
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Brighton Argus, 11 June 2013
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West Sussex County Times, 11 June 2013
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7.5 Exhibition Boards
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7.6 Comment form
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7.7 Consultation website page

SEp -, Investor information / Contact / Q&A / News / Useful links / Home

Celtique Energie

Exploring responsibly for oil and gas in Europe

About us What we do Environment and Health and Safety Operations Benefits
community

Southern England Wisberough Green

Woodbarn Farm After reviewing previous data of the region and undertaking its own seismic surveys,
Celtique Energie is proposing to construct a temporary well site on a remote and well

Wisborough Green scresned piece of land north-west of Wisborough Green, West Sussex.

Fernhurst The exploratory well would enable the company to test for the presence of
commercially viable oil or gas reserves in the area.

Back to The UK
Celtique will be hosting a public exhibition on its proposals in the main hall of the

Home Kirdford Village Hall, Kirdford Road, RH14 0ND on the following dates:

Friday 17 May, 4pm to 8pm
Saturday 18 May, 11am to 3pm.

All members of the local community are encouraged to attend this event to view the
proposals and provide their feedback. Following this public exhibition event, Celtique
will review and respond to the feedback received from the public and submit a
planning application to West Sussex County Council.

The information that will be made available at the exhibition event can be found
below.

Exhibition Boards
Download FDF
Comment Form
Download PDF

The deadline for members of the public to provide completed comment forms is
Friday 7 June 2013.

Celtique’s future planning application for its proposed site north-west of Wisborough
Green, will be the second time the company will be seeking to gain planning
permission to construct a temporary well site, following the decision by West Sussex
County Council to approve Celtique’s first exploratory site near the village of
EBroadford Bridge, just south of Billingshurst.

Members of the public with enquiries about the public exhibition can get in touch with
Celtique Energie on its dedicated community information line (9am - 5.30pm Monday
to Friday) 0800 023 2148 or email consultation@celtiqueenergie. com.

Operations tu
) What we do
Exploring responsibly : Environment and

i 3 nmunity N
fO Oll & gas in Eur OPE i Health and Safety Useful links

ountries the means Operations
op their own enefits
Site map
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7.8 Community contact log

Date Format Query Response

03/05/2013 | Phone Received the letter and queried Site of location
location of the site. provided.

03/05/2013 | Phone Received the letter and queried Site of location
location of the site. Supportive of | provided.
principal but wary of
environmental impact; noted
that Northup Copse is a site for
nightingales.

03/05/2013 | Phone Queried whether Celtique's Details of proposals
proposals were "a joke". confirmed.

10/05/2013 | Phone Confused Cuadrilla's 'fracking' Overview of Celtique's
proposals with Celtique's proposals confirmed.
exploration application

21/05/2013 | E-mail Did not receive any Provided further details
communication from Celtique of LVIA conducted by
regarding the consultation. Celtique's independent
Concerned that the temporary consultant.
drilling rig would be visible from
her home.

31/05/2013 | Phone Spoke in detail regarding Confirmed that the well

hydraulic fracturing and whether
Celtique would be proposing the
technique at its proposed well
site at some point in the future.

Celtique is proposing to
drill will never by
hydraulically fractured
and that hydraulic
fracturing would be
subject to a separate
planning application
and further
consultation with the
community. Issued a
hard copy of the Royal
Society/Royal Academy
of Engineering report
on hydraulic fracturing
for background
reference.

72 /73



05/06/2013 | E-mail Received exhibition booklet via Provided further details
post. Followed up previous of LVIA conducted by
correspondence with Celtique to | Celtique's independent
reiterate concerns over visual consultant.
impact of proposals.

11/06/2013 | E-mail Querying deadline for feedback Informed that the
forms and whether her deadline for
comments would be considered. | consultation responses

had passed but
Celtique would take
into consideration any
comments submitted
to it by members of the
public.

11/06/2013 | E-mail Querying timings for submission | Confirmed that
of planning application. Celtique is targeting a

submission for end of
June or July.

21/06/2013 | Phone Requested invitation to Celtique | Informed that it was a
presentation to Kirdford and presentation to parish
Wisborough Green Parish council members
Councils. exclusively.

09/07/2013 Querying timings for submission | Provided update on
of planning application. timings for submission
Requested notification when and confirmed that a
application is submitted. notification would be

issued once the
application is validated.

10/07/2013 Requested exhibition booklet be | Booklet provided.
supplied in the post.

12/07/2013 | Phone Calling to confirm receipt of hard | Recorded.
copy of recent joint parish
presentation from Celtique.

31/07/2013 | E-mail Household located on Celtique Engaged in lengthy

exhibition boards. Raised
concerns over: 1) traffic
movements associated with the
project; 2) transport routes to
and from the site; 3) the scope
for hydraulic fracturing in the
future; 4) future production
scenarios. Noted that he didn't
believe in 'Not In My Back Yard'
but equally was concerned about
impact of Celtique's proposals on

discussion regarding
each one of his
concerns. Noted that
hydraulic fracturing is
not included as part of
this planning
application but Celtique
would evaluate the
shales if granted
permission. Proposed
to send a copy of the
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local environment.

Royal Society/Royal
Academy of
Engineering report on
hydraulic fracturing as
background reference.

09/08/2013

Phone

Buying a house in the area and
would like to know timeline of
planning application submission,
decision date, start of work if
accepted.

Tried to call back - left
message asking for her
to call back. No call has
been returned.
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Wisborough Green Well Site
Public Consultation

General Comments.

Item 6 - 4" point: What is meant by Community initiatives - how is it proposed
the community could benefit?

Item 6 — 5" point:  How much employment and apprenticeships - will serious
priority be given to local people?

Item 7 — General Comments: Transport and Access is of great concern to me.

This is a peaceful and very attractive area of West Sussex with little through
traffic, the roads are narrow with many blind corners. There are many fine
features, such as ancient, very narrow bridges and large old trees.

Irom the scant information provided is appears that access from the A272 will
be through Wisborough Green, on to Durbans Road and then on to Kirdford
Road. However, the diagram on the Transport and Access page shows ‘works
access’ from both directions.

The information booklet does not show the size of vehicles to be used — from
the exhibition it seemed as if some of the lanes may have to be closed to other
traffic for safety rcasons, whilst these large lorries are arriving and departing,

What are the access options from the A272 and what will be the preferred

access route?
Will any work be necessary to the route before work commences?

The perspective of the photographs on the Transport and Access page is
misleading, as the bends and the bridge are in fact closer than they appear in
the photographs.

Although your representative stated that you would repair any damage done to
the roads and bridges, this could not compensate for the loss the old, original
features.

Transport and Access Page: the figures for forecasted traffic movement are
unclear: how was the base data collected, what does (AAWT) mean?




































Iive in Kirdford and object to the current proposal by Celtique Energie’ to construct
a temporary well site and drill an exploration well as presented in the ‘Wisborough
Green Well Site Public Consultation’ Document.

My objections follow:

The Drilling and Exploration activities will affect the character of this previously
undisturbed area and are totally out of character with the surrounding tranquii village
in which it is placed.

There will be a significant increase, as well as disruption, in traffic due to the work to
reinforce and widen roads and bridge to accommodate the heavy duty trucks servicing
the site

Continuous (day and night) noise as drilling occurs and also associated with the heavy
vehicle movement and the resultant impact on humans and wildlife

Continuous lighting of the arca

Air quality deterioration due to vehicle emissions, emissions from large construction
equipment and generators as well as from the dust from the site clearance, road works
and excavation.

The loss and fragmentation of wildlife habitats and the loss and reduction of flora and
fauna.

Adverse affects on fish and wildlife due to runoff, dust, noise , exposure to
contaminants and constant lighting of the area

Potential for hazardous waste with effects on human and wildlife health
Water quality degradation and potential contamination of water supplies

Visual changes to the landscape with the intrusion of 40 meter high rig and related
industrial equipment

The overall geography has been assessed as very special for wildlife as well as flora
and fauna. The Mens and Ebenoe Common are both Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI). Additionally, there arc large sites of Natural Conservation Interest
(SNCI). The area is a ‘hot spot’ for nightingales, butterflies and bats and otters have
again been sighted locally. 14 of the 16 species of bats which occur in the UK are
found local among them the rare Beckstein and Barbastelle bats. The bats travel great
distances, along traditional flight lines or corridors, to forage and feed, They can
travel as far as 20 kilometers from the roost on an evening. Disruption of what is such
an important site should not occur.







(REo

5th June 2013

Ceitique Wisborough Green Consultation
% PPS Group

302-308 Regent Street

London

WI1B 3AT

Dear SirfMadam,

We are writing this letter to you to express our serious concerns for the application for gas/oil
exploration in the Kirdford parish which borders the Wisborough Green parish near our property.

We have only moved into the viilage within the past month, and so these views are as recent
property buyers in Wisborough Green who made the purchase based on the distinct rural nature
of the area.

Terminology used:
Heavy vehicle. Any truck or large vehicle with large axle base, capable of carrying heavy
equipment or load, such as for drifling or transporting extracted materials.

We wish to highlight the following serious concerns to be taken into account by those
considering the proposal:
+ Increased heavy traffic along rural roads for access to the proposed rig site, i.e. Kirdford
Road

o Theroad was not designed for continuous use by heavy vehicles.

o The road was not designed for continuous use of wide loads, generally accepted
as the norm for heavy vehicies, and can cause normai road users to take
evasive action if met.

o These roads have no pavements, and heavy traffic pose a risk to pedestrians,
cyclists, and horse riders, and especially to children who use it to walk to/from
school every day. Even if access by large vehicles are made at night when road
usage is much lower, heavy vehicles will have the following effects:

Noise pollution. It is a quiet rural road, particularly at night.
Petrol/diesel fume pollution. It will increase dramatically as the proposed rig will be
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accessible 24 hours a day.
Visibility onto the road from the end of properties is not totally clear, which is fine
with rural use, but would be dangerous with increased heavy vehicle use.

e General noise pollution from the rig site
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The proposal states that the volume will be no more than 40dB, but for a rural
environment, this is a significant increase during normal working hours.

As the proposed rig is intended to be used 24 hours a day, 40dB is actually a
massive increase at night in a rural envirgnment.

As modern houses are insulated, windows are left open at night to maintain a
comfortable temperature, and any increase in the ambient sound level will have a
detrimental effect on sleep.

At the time of writing, generally the only sounds heard at night are nocturnal birds.

e Increased light pollution
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The proposal indicated that the rig would be operational 24 hours a day, with
downlit lighting.
Any kind of lighting will create both ambient and diffuse ‘bounce’ reflections off of
other surfaces, so even downlit lighting will be visible.
Such lighting is likely to be similar to “sky glow” visible over towns and cities.
Granted such a glow will be of a reduced intensity, but given that the current sky
giow in the fields around Wisborough Green/Kirdford is zero, i.e. pitch black, this
will be very visible.
As shown by environmental studies, any kind of artificial night lighting has the
following effects":
m Changes to local wildlife, as they are attracted to the light.
m Birds and animals believe it is a false dawn, and will disrupt their usual
daily cycle.
m [f the insect populations are changed, this affects the ecosphere of birds
and bats for their usual food source.
s Insect changes will also affect pollination of plants and trees.

e Arigin an otherwise empty field is unsightly, and spoils the appearance of a scenic rural
idyiiic village.
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The height of the rig is reputed to be 40m. Trees surrounding this will not reach
that height, so the rig will only be partiailly obscured from sight.

It would not attract visitors to the village if they are aware of it.

If would not attract rural business to the area.

it would not attract homebuyers to the area.

It will not create permanent employment in the area.

We struggle to understand how it will even create temporary employment since
typical large companies will use trusted contractors for security, extraction and
transport.

e \We have concerns that if oil is discovered at the site, that there is then a risk of spillage.

O
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This will have terrible effects on the local environment and wiidlife.
it would also be generally dangerous, with potential side effects of odours and




































Thank you for visiting our public consuitation event.We would appreciate it if you could share your feedback

on what you have seen today.

1. HOW DID YOU FIND OUT ABOUT TODAY'S PUBLIC EXHIBITION?

Letter to household Other (please state}
Avrticle in local newspaper
Advert in local newspaper

Word of mouth

Social media (Facebool, Twitter, etc.)
_ WHAT DO YOU THINK ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES FOR CELTIQUETO CONSIDER AS
PART OF ITS TEMPORARY WELL SITE APPLICATION? (please tick more than one as appropriate)
Visual impact of drilling rig ‘ Other (please state)

Protection of groundwater aquifers

Vehicle movements to and from the site

Operational safety on site

C TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION FACTORS SUCH AS NATURAL SCREENING AND DISTANCE
FROM NEARBY PROPERTIES, DO YOU AGREE THAT THIS LOCATION SOUTH OF BOXAL BRIDGE
IS APPROPRIATE FOR A TEMPORARY WELL SITE! (please circle choice}

Strongly agree Agree Neither agree or disagree Disagree Strongly Disagl;@

CTHINKING ABOUT WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN HERE TODAY, WHAT SECTIONS OF THE PUBLIC
EXHIBITION HAVE YOU FOUND MOST INFORMATIVE?

Location plans Geology

Exploration and drilling . Environmental assessiments

_ HOW BETTER INFORMED ABOUT CELTIQUE'S PROPOSALS AREYOUAFTER
TODAY'S EVENT? (piease circle choice)

Very informed Somewhat informed Not that informed Not at all informed
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6. HOW IMPORTANT DO YOU RATETHE FOLLOWING ISSUES? (circle as appropriate)

¢ Reducing the UK’s reliance on oil and gas imports

Very important Important Not that important Not at all important Don't know

& Promoting the use of oil and gas to compiement renewable energy sources

Very irmportant Important Not that important Not at all important Don't know

itigating climate change by supporting renewable technologies (e.g. wind or solar)

Very important Important Not that important Not at all important Don't know

® Supporting community initiatives if the site becomes a producing weil

Very important Important Not that important Mot at all imporiant Don't know

e Creating employment and apprenticeship opportunities for local people

Very important Important Not that impaortant Net at al important Don't know

7. DOYOU HAVE ANY GENERAL COMMENTS YOU WOQULD LIKETO SHARE?
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8. TO MELP US ANALYSE THE FEEDBACK WE RECEIVE, COULD YOU PLEASE CONFIRM
THE FOLLOWING DETAILS ABOUT YOURSELF? (circle as appropriate)

Gender: ™M/ T

Age: 18 o 25 26 to 34 35 to 44 @) 55 to 64 65+

Postcode:

9. PLEASE ADD YOUR CONTACT DETAILS IFYOUWOULD LIKETO BE KEPT UPDATED

Celtique Wisborough Green Consuitation, ¢/o PPS Group, 302-308 Regent Street, London WiB 3AT
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6. HOW IMPORTANT DO YOU RATE THE FOLLOWING ISSUES? (circle as appropriate)

® Reducing the UK’s reliance on oil and gas imports

Very important Important ('Not that impo:‘tang Not at all important Don't know
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e Promoting the use of oil and gas to complement renewable energy sources
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Very important Important Not that important Not at all important < Don't know

¢ Mitigating climate change by supporting renewable technologies {e.g. wind or solar)
Very impoitant ( Important .~ Not chat important MNot at all important Con't know

X e Supporting community initiatives if the site becomes a producing well
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Very important important Mot that important Not at all important Dor't know
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Celtique Wisborough Green Consultation, c/o PPS Group, 302-308 Regent Street, London WIB 3AT
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Letter to household P Other (please state)
Article in local newspaper
Advertin focal newspaper

Word of mouth

Social media (Faceboolk, Twitter, ete.)

. WHAT DO YOU THINK ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES FOR CELTIQUETO CONSIDER AS
PART OF ITS TEMPORARY WELL SITE APPLICATION? (please tick more than one as appropriate)
Visual impact of drilling rig \_/ Other {please staze}
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IS APPROPRIATE FOR A TEMPORARY WELL SITE? (plezse civele choice)
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Strongly agree Agree Neither agree or disagree Disagree Strongly Disagree

- THINKING ABOUT WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN HERE TODAY, WHAT SECTIONS OF THE PUBLIC
EXHIBITION HAVEYOU FOUND MOST INFORMATIVE!?

Location plans Geology
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6. HOW IMPORTANT DO YOU RATE THE FOLLOWING ISSUES? (circle as appropriate)
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