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2: PLANTING 

WSCC Arboriculture Officer has enquired if a replacement ‘heavy standard’ Oak tree has been planted at the site 
entrance and ‘in-fill’ hedge has been installed along the northern edge of the access track. 

These commitments are recorded within KOGL-BB-DOC-XX-01: Tree Protection Plans (Sheets 1-3), and KOGL-BB-
DOC-XX-02: Tree Protection Methodology, and currently secured by the compound consent WSCC/002/22. 
Consent condition No.8, states the planting, ‘where relevant’, shall ‘form part of the overall restoration of the site’. 
Given the site is currently in ‘retention’ mode (as opposed to ‘restoration’ mode), the Oak has yet to be planted but 
some in-fill hedge was installed during access track construction.  

Regardless of the part installation of hedging performed to date, UKOG shall, in full compliance with condition No.8,  
honour the commitments made in the above named documents when the site enters ‘restoration mode’.  

3: LOXLEY WELL SITE 

On the 11th January 2024 I sent you a copy of the Court of Appeal ruling, dated 9th January 2024, refusing the right 
of any further appeal against the decision of the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, to 
approve hydrocarbon exploration and appraisal at the Loxley Well Site, Dunsfold, Surrey. UKOG are progressing 
with the discharge of pre-commencement conditions and this process is on-going at the time or writing. 

The Secretary of State consented Loxley in June 2022 but implementation has been delayed by the threat of appeal. 
Now the threat has been lifted, there is a realistic proposition the results of exploration and appraisal at Loxley can 
inform the future use of Broadford Bridge given that Loxley contains the same Kimmeridge formations. 

The primary target at Loxley is the Portland sandstone, a conventional gas accumulation, but a secondary target is 
the Kimmeridge limestone, which has produced hydrocarbons to surface at Broadford Bridge and in the Horse Hill 
oil field, Surrey. The near identical reservoir geology shared by Loxley, Broadford Bridge and Horse Hill is shown on 
the geological depth maps attached at Appendix A. They confirm the depth, extent and thickness of the Kimmeridge 
formation across the Broadford Bridge discovery, Horse Hill field and Loxley discovery. The aim of exploration at 
Loxley over the coming months will be to confirm the presence and commerciality of hydrocarbons; the findings 
can then be tested and corroborated in real-time against the production performance of Horse Hill.  

Therefore, the most important technical goal at Loxley is confirmation of the presence of commercial hydrocarbon 
deposits. Confirmation of the nature and extent of this regional system will be key to the future commercial 
recovery of deposits across the wider Weald Basin.  

As recorded within the Planning Statement that accompanies the current application for compound retention 
(WSCC/046/23), the future of Broadford Bridge will be informed not only by the exploration and appraisal of Loxley 
but also further production at Horse Hill. At the time of writing, production from 4.No additional wells at Horse Hill 
has been delayed by the threat of appeal to the Supreme Court against the approval for this development issued 
by Surrey County Council in September 2019. A determination is due but, as with Loxley, it will take time before 
meaningful data relating to the performance of the well infrastructure, the mix of hydrocarbons present (gas &/or 
oil) and the likely flow rates across the formations can be recovered and properly interpreted. Accordingly, a further 
compound extension of 24 months, to keep alive the potential for further activity at Broadford Bridge, is warranted.                    

4: SITE RESTORATION OBLIGATIONS  

I understand a number of neighbour notification responses assert the Applicant is financially constrained and that 
this risk to site restoration should be mitigated by a bond or financial guarantee. The assertions are not supported 
by any evidence and the use of a bond or guarantee would not be supported by national planning policy or guidance. 

National Planning Policy Framework, para 217(e), calls for restoration at the earliest opportunity and to the highest 
environmental standard through the application of appropriate conditions. Bonds or other financial guarantees 
should only be sought in ‘exceptional circumstances’ which National Planning Guidance (NPG) defines as: 

 very long-term projects where progressive reclamation is not practicable (e.g. extremely large quarry); not 
relevant given the short-term and small-scale nature of the restoration works proposed; 

 where a novel approach or technique is to be used; not relevant given that conventional exploration and 
appraisal works have now ceased; and 
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APPENDIX A: BROADFORD BRIDGE, LOXLEY & HORSE HILL GEOLOGICAL DEPTH MAPS 












