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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND 

1.1.1. WSP was instructed by West Sussex County Council to undertake a tree survey and to 
subsequently provide an Arboricultural Report (Ref. 70060779 Version 2 – dated October 2020) in 
support of an Environmental Statement (ES). The ES was a supporting document in a planning 
application for the realignment of the A29 Phase 1 (referred to as the ‘Scheme’), to the north of 

Eastergate, north-west of Barnham villages and north of Bognor Regis. 

1.1.2. The planning application reference WSCC/052/20 was granted planning permission following 
committee on 30 June 2021. Condition nine is titled Tree Protection and requires: 

All retained trees, hedges and vegetation as identified in the Arboricultural Report (Ref. 70060779 
Version 2 – dated October 2020) shall be retained and protected in accordance with the 
accompanying Tree Protection Plans (Ref. Appendix G, Sheets 1 -10, A29-WSP-AR-TPP-001 to 
010, Rev B) and approved Site Clearance Plans (Ref. Sheets 1 of 5, A29-CAP-HPN-00-DR-C-246, 
Rev P02 and A29-CAP-HPN-00-DR-C-247 to 250, Rev P01).  

All works proximate to retained trees will be carried out in accordance with the accompanying 
Arboricultural Method Statement (Ref. Appendix B, 70060779 Version 2 – dated October 2020), 
save as for any modification agreed in writing by the County Planning Authority. 

Prior to any works being undertaken within a ‘Restricted Working Zone’ as identified in the approved 
Site Clearance Plans, a task specific Arboricultural Method Statement specific to the area/s affected 
shall be submitted to, and approved in writing by, the County Planning Authority.  Thereafter all 
works will be carried out in full accordance with task specific Arboricultural Method Statements. 

Reason: To protect existing trees and shrubs in the interests of the visual amenity, landscape and 
biodiversity of the locality. 

1.1.3. In summary the planning condition requires: 

 Retained trees, hedges and vegetation to be protected in line with details submitted with the 
planning application. This is a matter of complying with submitted detail; 

 Work near retained trees must follow the details submitted with the planning application, with 
variation requiring approval; and 

 Task specific Arboricultural Method Statement (AMS) developed for the Restricted Working 
Zones. 

1.2 SCOPE OF REPORT 

1.2.1. This report is prepared to address the third part of the planning condition and is a task specific AMS 
for the Restricted Working Zones that are identified on the approved Site Clearance Plans (Sheets 1 
of 5, A29-CAP-HPN-00-DR-C-246, Rev P02 and A29-CAP-HPN-00-DR-C-247 to 250, Rev P01). 

1.2.2. British Standard BS 5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – 
Recommendations (BS 5837) 



 

A29 Realignment PUBLIC | WSP 
Project No.: 70079718   March 2022 
West Sussex County Council Page 2 of 8 

1.3 LIMITATIONS 

1.3.1. General tree protection measures have been approved as part of WSCC/052/20 and are therefore 
not considered further in this report. 

1.3.2. Trees are dynamic organisms which are influenced by a variety of environmental factors and whose 
health and condition can rapidly change.. Any recommendations made within this report are valid for 
a period of 12 months from the date of report or sooner in the event of site conditions changing, or 
tree work unspecified in the report is carried out to or affecting, the subject trees. 

1.3.3. Trees have not been resurveyed to inform this report. 

1.4 ABBREVIATIONS OF TERMS USED 

Table 1-1 - Common abbreviations used within this report 

Abbreviation Meaning 

AMS Arboricultural Method Statement 

BS 5837 British Standard BS 5837:2012 ‘Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction 
– Recommendations’ 

RPA Root Protection Area 

RWZ Restricted Working Zone 
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2 METHODS 

2.1 RESTRICTED WORKING ZONES 

2.1.1. The planning permission for WSCC/052/20 conditions that the tree protection measures submitted 
to support the planning application must be followed. The scope of this task specific AMS is limited 
to the Restricted Working Zones (RWZ) that are shown on the approved Site Clearance Plans which 
are presented at Appendix A of this report. 

2.1.2. For the purpose of this report each of the areas of RWZs have been labelled A to M. Each zone has 
a set of task specific arboricultural requirements which form the AMS. 

2.2 BASELINE DATA COLLECTION 

2.2.1. A walkover of the site was undertaken on 1 March 2022 to establish with the contractor what task 
specific measures could be taken to reduce the impact upon retained trees. The baseline data used 
to inform root protection areas (RPA) is that information presented in the Arboricultural Report (Ref. 
70060779 Version 2 – dated October 2020). 

2.3 PROVIDED DESIGN INFORMATION 

2.3.1. The following information has been viewed and used to prepare this report: 

 Arboricultural Report (Ref. 70060779 Version 2 – dated October 2020)  
 Tree Protection Plans (Ref. Appendix G, Sheets 1 -10, A29-WSP-AR-TPP-001 to 010, Rev B)  
 Site Clearance Plans (Ref. Sheets 1 of 5, A29-CAP-HPN-00-DR-C-246, Rev P02 and A29-CAP-

HPN-00-DR-C-247 to 250, Rev P01) 
 Decision Notice WSCC-052-20 
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3 TASK SPECIFIC ARBORICULTURAL METHOD STATEMENT 

3.1 GENERAL TREE PROTECTION PRINCIPLES 

3.1.1. The planning application included an Arboricultural Method Statement  which sets out the measures 
for tree protection. Supporting this is a Tree Protection Plans (Ref. Appendix G, Sheets 1 -10, A29-
WSP-AR-TPP-001 to 010, Rev B) which is replicated in Appendix B of this report for reference. 

3.1.2. Where roots are exposed by excavation the following precautions must be followed: 

 After careful removal of the hard surface material digging must proceed with hand tools. 
 Roots less than 25mm in diameter can be removed using a sharp tool and make a clean cut 

leaving as small a wound as possible. 
 All roots greater than 25mm diameter should be preserved and worked around. 
 Where excavations are left open with roots exposed to prevent damage they will be wrapped in 

damp hessian and protected from frost in cold weather and heat in hot weather 

3.2 ZONE A 

3.2.1. In Zone A there are trees in a third-party private garden. Although shown as partially removed in the 
Arboricultural Report they are to be retained as per Site Clearance Plans. 

3.2.2. The kerb and footway are to be realigned closer to the tree by approximately 0.5m tapering down to 
tie in with the existing footway. Excavation beyond the current footway will be in to a grass verge 
with potential for tree roots to be encountered. 

3.2.3. All excavations within this RWZ will be supervised by the Project Arboriculturist.  

3.3 ZONE B 

3.3.1. RWZ B will be fenced off with tree protection fencing as shown in Appendix B with no demolition nor 
construction activity required within the RWZ. 

3.4 ZONE C 

3.4.1. The Site Clearance Layout Sheet 1 of 5 in Appendix A has been updated to reflect the actual 
locations of TPO9 and TPO10. Both trees are closer to the proposed development. A consequence 
of this revision is that tree TPO9 will be removed. 

3.4.2. The zone will have a badger fence installed directly to the south with excavations approximately 
300mm deep and 300mm wide located outside of the RWZ C. No vegetation stripping is required 
within RWZ C.  

3.5 ZONE D 

3.5.1. The zone will have a badger fence installed directly to the south with excavations approximately 
300mm deep and 300mm wide located outside of the RWZ D. No vegetation stripping is required 
within RWZ D.  
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3.6 ZONE E 

3.6.1. The design of the new footway has been modified so that the new hard surface path stops near the 
bend and does not extend into the RPA of T2. The public footpath within the RPA of T55 will not be 
upgraded or amended as part of the work. 

3.6.2. Tree protection fence will be erected, as shown in Appendix B, to prevent access to this area once 
the public footpath has been closed. 

3.7 ZONE F 

3.7.1. T41 is a mature oak directly adjacent to a natural surface public footpath. The carriageway to the 
north is at a higher level and therefore to tie in the existing public footpath with the new A29 footway, 
ground levels need to be increased. 

3.7.2. Ground levels will be increased with the use a no-dig construction in the RPA of T41. Cellweb 3D 
cellular confinement (or equivalent) tree root protection system will be installed. Cellular confinement 
will be installed above existing ground level and a permeable geotextile used to separate the cellular 
confinement and its infill from the existing ground. Figure 3-1 shows an example of no dig paving. 
The detailed design of the cellular confinement system must be specified by an engineer and 
construction undertaken with the following principles and have a permeable finish to allow infiltration 
of water. 

3.7.3. Installation of the cellular confinement will follow the manufacturers recommendations and use a 
clean angular stone Type 4/20 or Type 20/40 or equivalent no-fines material as in-fill. 

3.7.4. Ground preparation will be limited to removal of turf, surface vegetation or organic matter 
undertaken with hand tools for the area of the cellular confinement system. The permeable 
geotextile will then be laid to covet the footprint of the cellular confinement system. 

3.7.5. The cellular confinement system will be pegged out by hand using J pins or equivalent. Infill material 
shall be placed in the cellular confinement system with work starting at the north. The sections 
infilled will then be used as a working platform for movement of material. 

3.7.6. No tracking of machinery or storage of material will be undertaken on areas of unprotected soil. The 
installed cellular confinement system can be used a working platform. 
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Figure 3-1 - Illustrative cross-section of no dig hard surfacing 

 

3.8 ZONE G 

3.8.1. For A29 Phase 1 no work is to be undertaken in RWZ G. A tree protection fence will be erected as 
shown in Appendix B. The tree protection fence will however have a secure gate to enable access to 
the existing track to enable access for the adjoining landowner. No construction activities or vehicles 
will enter RWZ G. 

3.9 ZONE H 

3.9.1. A new road is to be constructed outside of the RPA of G71. Spatial requirements for construction will 
require entry to the RPA. The crowns of the trees is sufficiently high not be affected by work in the 
RWZ. 

3.9.2. Temporary ground protection shall be employed to enable construction access required within the 
RPA of retained trees. Any specification for ground protection shall be reviewed by the Project 
Arboriculturist prior to implementation onsite. 

3.9.3. At the start of construction of the proposed development tree protection fence will be erected as per 
Appendix B. When the new road section around the pond is to be constructed the tree protection 
fence will be realigned to follow the perimeter of the RWZ to allow ground protection to be installed. 

3.9.4. The temporary ground protection will be specified by an engineer and to accord with BS 5837 it shall 
comply with the following specification: 

 For pedestrian only access, ground protection measures shall include a single thickness of 
scaffold boards placed on top of 100mm depth of compression resistant material (e.g. woodchip) 
laid onto a geotextile membrane. 

 For pedestrian activities and plant up to 2 tons in weight, proprietary interlinked ground protection 
boards will be used and placed on top of 150mm depth of compression resistant material (e.g. 
woodchip) laid onto a geotextile membrane. 

 For wheeled or tracked equipment exceeding 2 tons in weight, a structural engineer will design 
an alternative system. This may include the use of temporary cellular confinement systems, 
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reinforced concrete slabs or track board systems details of which are to be approved before 
construction commences. 

3.9.5. Temporary ground protection shall be in-situ prior to any works in this area including site clearance, 
ground work or the importation of plant and materials. The ground protection shall remain in-situ 
until all construction activities are complete. 

3.9.6. Daily checks will be carried out by an appointed person to ensure that ground protection is still in 
place and functioning; any damage will be rectified without delay. Once RWZ H is not required for 
construction the temporary ground protection shall be removed and the tree protection fence shall 
be immediately re-aligned as per Appendix B. 

3.10 ZONE I 

3.10.1. From the outflow at the south side of the pond a ditch will be excavated running north east towards 
RWZ I. This new ditch will join up with Barnham Rife Ditch that already runs from RWZ I to the 
south. The work required in RWZ I is excavation to join the new with the existing ditch. 

3.10.2. At the start of the construction the tree protection fence will be erected as shown in Appendix B. 

3.10.3. When excavation in RWZ I is required, the Project Arboriculturist shall be present to supervise the 
excavations that will be undertaken with a mechanical excavator with the following measures in 
place; 

 Under supervision of Project Arboriculturist remove the minimum amount of tree protection fence 
to allow access for work. 

 The mechanical excavator shall stay outside the RPA of the trees shown in Appendix B. 
 Excavation work undertaken under supervision of Project Arboriculturist. 
 Tree protection fence re-erected as shown in Appendix B once excavation compete. 

3.11 ZONE J 

3.11.1. Zone J is in the RPA of a mature evergreen oak (T45) in a third-party private garden. The kerb 
alignment and area of grass verge remains unchanged in layout. The footway and carriageway will 
however be renewed to ensure that the new and existing surface levels align, this will not result in 
significant changes in ground level in RWZ J 

3.11.2. Tree protection fencing shall be erected as shown in Appendix B, with the exception of existing 
crossovers to Greenoaks and Wentbridge. The fence will only be removed and repositioned in 
agreement with the Project Arboriculturist to allow maximum protection during work in RWZ J. 

3.11.3. The minimum depth of excavation will be undertaken under supervision of the Project Arboriculturist.  

3.12 ZONE K 

3.12.1. No work is required with RWZ K so tree protection fence will be erected as shown in Appendix B at 
the start of construction. 

3.13 ZONE L 

3.13.1. No work is required with RWZ L as it is located beyond the extent of work. To ensure the evergreen 
oak (T50) is protected tree protection fence will be erected as shown in Appendix B. The fence is to 
be located at the back edge when the footway is open to pedestrians during construction. 
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3.14 ZONE M 

3.14.1. A new headwall will be constructed in Zone M connecting the outflow of the new pond into the 
existing ditch to the south of the site. The minimum amount of vegetation is to be removed to enable 
construction of the headwall which is the extent of the RWZ. Before construction work starts a tree 
protection fence will be erected as shown in Appendix B and this will be retained in place for the 
duration of construction and not be moved for the headwall construction. 
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