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| Objection

In an AONB, with conservation areas and the 7km boundary for the zone of influence of Ashdown
Forest (SPA, SAC) just minutes walk away, the area proposed for the test is not suitable for this type
of activity. These protections are put in place to prevent this type of destruction and damage and
everyone knows that if a "small test" goes ahead it will pave the way for future activity. Balcombe is a
residential community with a primary school on the main thoroughfare which HGV and visitors would
need to use to attend the site. In a time of a Global Pandemic, when children's education and air
quality (for the whole community) have been shown to be of paramount importance additional traffic of
this type is not welcome and should not be allowed. (To put this into context, Mid Sussex residents,
quite rightly, haven't been able to have bonfires in their gardens for this reason). Increasingly there is
evidence that the Climate Crisis is reaching a stage where human behaviour and the choices we need
to make need to change, rapidly. Reliance on fossil fuels and removing carbon from the ground at this
point in time seems objectionable for these reasons.
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