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1. Executive Summary 

 

 In 2008 the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC) awarded Celtique Energie 

Weald Ltd (Celtique) four Petroleum Exploration and Development Licences (PEDLs) to 

explore for oil and gas in southern England. 

 

 Celtique have identified a potential location for their first exploratory well site – named 

Broadford Bridge-1 – at Woodbarn Farm, Broadford Bridge. The company has submitted a 

planning application seeking permission to carry out well site construction and drilling activity to 

assess whether oil or gas production would be commercially viable. 

 

 In June 2012, Celtique held a two-day public exhibition event at the Billingshurst Community 

and Conference Centre. Prior to the event, the following initiatives were carried out in order to 

maximise public attendance; sending invitation letters to 6,660 residents living within a three-

mile radius of the proposed well site; writing letters to key stakeholders within the local 

community; and securing advertisement in the local newspaper. 

 

 Prior to its public exhibition, Celtique held briefing meetings with the parliamentary 

representative for the site Nick Herbert, MP for Arundel & South Down; and West Chiltington 

Parish Council. Meetings were also offered to a number of local political representatives. 

 

 A dedicated online consultation page was launched on Celtique’s website to coincide with the 

public exhibition event. The page included dates and times of the exhibition events, contact 

details of how members of the public can get in touch with Celtique, and electronic copies of 

both the exhibition boards and the comment form. 

 

 The two-day public exhibition event took place on Friday 22 June (3.30pm-8.00pm) and 

Saturday 23 June (12.30pm-5.00pm). On Friday 22 June, a preview event for key stakeholders 

(2.30pm-3.30pm) was also held in advance of the public exhibition. Comment forms were 

provided to allow attendees to comment on Celtique’s proposals and share their views.  
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Approximately 155 people attended the exhibition, of which 38 completed comment forms over 

the course of the two days. A further 5 forms received in the weeks following. 

 

 35% of respondents considered the ‘visual impact of the drilling rig’ to be an important issue 

for Celtique to consider with regards to their proposals for Broadford Bridge-1; ‘vehicle 

movements to and from the site’ was considered an important issue by 25%; whilst 

‘protection of groundwater aquifers’ was consider to be an important issue by 22%. 

 

 Taking in consideration factors such as natural screening and distance from nearby properties, 

58% of respondents either ‘strongly agreed’ or ‘agreed’ that Woodbarn Farm would be an 

appropriate location for a temporary well site. A further 33% neither agreed nor disagreed. 

 

 Reducing the UK’s reliance on gas imports; promoting gas to complement renewable 

and mitigating climate change all received the support of at least 70% of feedback 

respondents. 

 

 Following the public exhibition, 67% of respondents indicated that they felt ‘very informed’ 

about Celtique’s proposals; 33% of respondents felt ‘somewhat informed’. 

 

 Celtique will continue to engage with and update the community and key stakeholders in the 

coming months ahead, following the submission of its planning application to West Sussex 

County Council. 
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2.  Introduction 

 

2.1. Introduction 

 

Celtique Energie Weald Ltd. (“Celtique”) is a British oil and gas exploration company that has been 

operating since 2004 and is led by an experienced team who have worked in energy exploration and 

production for many years. 

 

Celtique employs 30 members of full time staff and longstanding consultants covering specialist areas, 

and has currently $85million of funding. The company’s head office is located in London. Further 

information on the company can be found on its website www.celtiqueenergie.com.  

 

In 2008, Celtique and its joint venture investment partner Magellan Petroleum (UK) were awarded four 

licenses in southern England’s Weald area from the Department of Energy and Climate Change 

(DECC) to undertake exploratory drilling in the area. Detailed geological studies have indicated that 

there may be significant untapped reserves of gas or oil in this area. 

 

Celtique is committed to open and transparent communication and consultation with local communities 

and appointed PPS Group to assist in the delivery of a community engagement programme. This report 

outlines the activities undertaken throughout this bespoke consultation process. 

 

 

2.2. Background and Purpose of Community Engagement  

 

The importance of pre-application engagement is recognised in the Government’s National Planning 

Policy Framework (NPPF), adapted in March 2012, which states that: 

 

“Early engagement has significant potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the 

planning application system for all parties. Good quality pre-application discussion enables 

http://www.celtiqueenergie.com/
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better coordination between public and private resources and improved outcomes for the 

community.” (Section 188, page 45) 

 

In accordance with the NPPF, Celtique has undertaken a programme of early engagement with the 

local community, to ensure that the local community has the opportunity to inform the company’s 

proposals prior to the submission of the application.  The consultation programme has sought to identify 

and resolve any issues or concerns raised by local residents, reflecting the Government’s Localism 

agenda, including its fundamental ambition to empower local communities. 

 

Against this background, the objectives of this engagement strategy and programme are as follows: 

 To meet the requirements for pre-application consultation on major planning applications as

 set out in the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and supporting guidance

 including West Sussex County Council’s Statement of Community Involvement and the

 Localism Act, the fundamental ambitions of which is to improve community involvement in

 development; 

 To ensure that the local community, its elected representatives and key stakeholders are fully

 engaged in the plans at both the pre- and post-application stages; and 

 To demonstrate how feedback has been incorporated in the revised proposals, and to explain

 why not, if it has not been. 

 

 

2.3 West Sussex County Council’s Statement of Community Involvement 

 

West Sussex County Council’s revised Statement of Community Involvement (SCI), adopted in June 

2012, is a comprehensive document that demonstrates their commitment to taking public consultation 

seriously. WSCC provides a series of guidance to assist developers in understanding the level of 

consultation required as part of their planning application to the county council.  This understanding of 

the role of consultation is in line with PPS’s approach. According to WSCC’s SCI’s categorisation of the 

levels of engagement required, Celtique Energie’s application is considered a ‘major application’ and 

has therefore required the highest levels of engagement expected. 
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2.4 PPS and Community Engagement 

 

PPS is an independent communications company that specialises in community consultations relating 

to planning applications.  PPS was one of the first companies to understand the need for consultation 

on planning applications and has become an expert at developing tailored programmes to ensure that 

its community consultations contribute positively to the planning process.  PPS is an active member of 

both the Association of Professional Political Consultants (which promotes transparency and openness 

in public affairs consultancy, through the promotion of a strong ethical code) and the Consultation 

Institute, which helps all those engaged in public and stakeholder consultation to absorb and promote 

best practice. 

PPS has developed an approach to consultation that reflects latest Government policy to ensure full 

and thorough local engagement within the planning process, as enshrined in the Localism Act 2011. 

PPS has acted on numerous community consultations on major planning issues up and down the 

country and across almost all development sectors.  Additionally, we have assisted several local 

authorities in England on the drafting of their own SCIs, and north of the border we have advised the 

Scottish Executive on how consultation can be better incorporated into the Scottish planning system. 
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3.  Programme 

 

3.1 Introduction 

 

The consultation and engagement activities undertaken by Celtique were designed to follow PPS’s 

‘eight-point plan’ that represents best practice consultation in planning: 

 

1. Identify  Undertake a stakeholder identification exercise to identify all sections 

of the community who should be engaged, including 'hard to reach' 

groups.    Consider stakeholder mapping. 

2. Sign-off Discuss the consultation and engagement plan with the local authority 

prior to implementation. 

3. Notify and Inform  Notify all of those to be consulted through the appropriate and agreed 

channels and inform them of the proposals. 

4. Consult  Consult with stakeholders through a variety of communications 

techniques determined by the specifics of the scheme, the local area 

and the local authority. 

5. Measure  Measure and analyse the responses to the consultation process. 

6. Respond  Use the ongoing consultation and engagement process to respond to 

feedback received. 

7. Report and Publish  Prepare a report on the consultation process to be submitted with 

the planning application.   Notify participants of the outcome of the 

consultation and publish your findings. 
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8. Continuous Engagement Post submission; continue a programme of engagement 

with stakeholders and the public as the proposals move through the 

planning process. 
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3.2 Meetings programme with stakeholders 

 

To ensure that the Minerals Planning Authority was satisfied with Celtique’s approach to local 

engagement, Celtique met with officers from West Sussex County Council on 8 February 2012 to 

present a ‘consultation methodology statement’ that outlined its consultation programme in full and 

receive their feedback. 

 

Prior to its public consultation event, Celtique offered briefing meetings to a number of local 

stakeholders to introduce itself as a company and outline its proposals for the site. Meetings were 

subsequently held with the following: 

 

 Nick Herbert, MP for Arundel & South Downs, on 18 May 2012; and 

 West Chiltington Parish Council on 12 June 2012. 

 

Celtique will continue to offer and seek where appropriate meetings with local stakeholders throughout 

the post-submission phase of the application.  

 

 

3.3 Distribution 

 

Prior to the public exhibition event, an assessment was carried out to establish a suitable distribution 

area for invitation letters to be sent out to residents local to Celtique’s proposed site. It was decided that 

a 3-mile radius from the proposed site would be sufficient; over 6,000 invitation letters were delivered to 

local residents living within the designated distribution area, between 12-14 days prior to the first 

exhibition date. 

 

Separate letters were also sent to key stakeholders inviting them to the exhibition preview event, which 

took place on Friday 22 June, 2.30pm-3.30pm, prior to the public exhibition. Key stakeholders invited to 

this preview event included members from West Sussex County Council, Horsham District Council, 

Billingshurst Parish Council and West Chiltington Parish Council. 

 



 

 11 

3.4 Media 

 

In order to raise awareness about the public exhibition event beyond the letter distribution area, a 

quarter page tabloid newspaper advert was placed in the West Sussex County Times (WSCT) two 

weeks prior to the first exhibition event. With a weekly circulation of 19,501, it was decided that placing 

an advert in the WSCT would be an effective method of raising awareness of the exhibition event. 

 

3.5 Public Exhibition 

 

Public exhibition events took place at the Billingshurst Community & Conference Centre on: 

 

 Friday 22 June, 3.30pm-8.00pm (preview event, 2.30pm-3.30pm) 

 Saturday 23 June, 12.30pm-5.00pm.  

 

The exhibition, which was attended by more than 150 

people, consisted of 25 information boards, which displayed 

information including; details regarding the company and its 

proposals; the environmental impact assessment 

undertaken; the geological composition at the Woodbarn 

Farm site; and the drilling process that would be used 

during exploration. Information displayed on the exhibition 

boards was reproduced in the form of a compact brochure, 

and made available for consultees to take away with them from the event.  

 

Comment forms were also made available, so as to allow 

attendees to share their thoughts and leave their comments. 

A number of attendees submitted completed forms 

immediately following the event; for those who chose to 

complete their forms at home, a return address was printed 

on each form, and it was explained that consultees had until 

3 July 2012 to return their completed forms. 
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3.7 Consultation website 

 

In order to keep local residents updated about Celtique’s Broadford Bridge-1 proposals, a consultation 

page was established on the company’s website: http://www.celtiqueenergie.com/woodbarnfarm. An 

online copy of exhibition boards and the comment form were made available to download; this ensured 

that those who were unable to attend the exhibition event were still informed about the proposals and 

given the opportunity to submit their feedback. 

 

3.8 Community information line and email address 

 

A dedicated community information line (9am-5.30pm, Monday to Friday) and consultation email 

address (consultation@celtiqueenergie.com) were both set up in order to deal with enquiries from 

members of the public, and answer any questions about Celtique and its Broadford Bridge-1 proposals.  

A total of 17 enquiries have been received via the community line or e-mail thus far, focusing 

predominantly on the location of the site and requesting a copy of the exhibition boards from the public 

consultation. A log of these enquiries has been provided in the appendix to this SCI. 

 

 

http://www.celtiqueenergie.com/woodbarnfarm
mailto:consultation@celtiqueenergie.com
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4.  Feedback Analysis 

 

A total of 43 completed comment forms were received by PPS following Celtique’s public exhibition 

events which took place on Friday 22 June, 3.30pm-8.00pm (preview event, 2.30pm-3.30pm) and 

Saturday 23 June, 12.30pm-5.00pm. The comment forms were designed to help identify the local 

community’s views on Celtique’s proposed Broadford Bridge-1 exploratory well site at Woodbarn Farm 

and enable Celtique to address any concerns prior to the submission of its planning application. 

 

4.1 How did you find out about today’s public exhibition? 

 

 

 

The majority of those who provided feedback indicated that they had found out about the exhibition via 

a letter to their home (62%). 

 

19% of respondents indicated that they had learned of the public exhibition via a recent article in West 

Sussex County Times, whilst 4% had been prompted by the accompanying advert. 

 

6% of those who provided feedback explained that they had heard about the event through word of 

mouth. 
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Five respondents (9%) were informed of the event through ‘Other’ means, which included the following; 

 

 Two respondents (attending the exhibition on Friday 22 June) just so happened to be attending 

a school art exhibition that was concurrently taking place at the Billingshurst Conference and 

Community Centre; 

 Two respondents were informed through their local Parish Council; and 

 Another respondent attended after an invitation letter was received at her father’s house. 

 

 

 

4.2  What do you think are the most important issues for Celtique to consider as part of its

 temporary well site application? 

 

 

 

As the diagram above indicates, the top three issues for respondents included; 

 

 Visual impact of drilling rig (35%) 

 Vehicle movements to and from the site (25%) 

 Protection of groundwater aquifers (22%) 

 

Fewer respondents were concerned with operational safety on site (11%). 
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Nine respondents (7%) identified ‘other’ issues that were not listed on the comment form, these 

included;  

 

 Noise concerns 

 Lighting/light pollution 

 Ensuring HGV drivers travel along a designated access route to and from the site; 

 Ensuring HGV wheels are cleaned 

 Additional traffic movements 

 Wildlife concerns 

 Operational hours 

 

 

 

4.3  Taking into consideration factors such as natural screening and distance from nearby

 properties, do you agree that Woodbarn Farm is an appropriate location for a temporary

 well site? 

 

 

 

When taking into account factors such as natural screening and distance from nearby properties, the 

majority of consultees responded positively to Celtique’s proposals; 16% (seven respondents) agreed 
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strongly  that Woodbarn Farm would be an appropriate temporary well site location, whilst 42% (18 

respondents) agreed. 5% (two respondents) expressed a strong disagreement with the suitability of 

Woodbarn Farm as an appropriate location, whilst 2% also disagreed. A significant proportion of 

respondents (33%) neither agreed nor disagreed with the suitability of Woodbarn Farm as an 

appropriate location, whilst 2% (one respondent) did not know.  

 

4.4  Thinking about what you have seen here today, what sections of the public exhibition

 have you found most informative? 

 

 

 

The largest proportion of respondents (37%) indicated that the section detailing the location plans of 

Celtique’s proposed site was the most informative aspect of the exhibition; 24% (21 respondents) found 

that the exploration and drilling information had been the most informative;  21% (18 respondents) 

expressed their view that details concerning the environmental assessment had been the most useful. 

Fewer respondents (16% or 14) felt that the geological information had been the most informative, 

whilst 2% of consultees (two respondents) did not provide an answer.   
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4.5  How better informed about Celtique’s proposals are you after today’s event? 

 

 

 

Following Celtique’s public exhibition, 67% (29 respondents) of those who provided feedback indicated 

that they felt ‘very informed’ about the company’s proposals. The remaining 14 respondents (33%) 

indicated that they had been somewhat informed. Not one respondent indicated that they had left the 

exhibition feeling ill informed.    
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4.6  Issues 

 

As part of its feedback process, Celtique asked consultees to consider the importance of the following 

current issues associated with UK energy: 

 

(a) Reducing the UK’s reliance on gas 

 

The vast majority of respondents placed a high level of importance on the need to reduce the UK’s 

reliance on gas imports; more than half the number of respondents providing feedback (58%) felt that 

the need to reduce UK reliance on gas imports was ‘very important’, whilst a further 15 respondents 

(35%) also felt agreed that this was ‘important’. Only two respondent (5%) suggested that this issue 

was ‘not that important’, whilst another respondent did not know.  

 

 

 

 



 

 19 

(b) Promoting the use of natural gas to complement renewable energy sources 

 

 

Regarding the need to promote the use of natural gas to complement renewable energy sources, 51% 

(22 respondents) indicated that this was ‘very important’. 17 respondents (40%) believed the need for 

natural gas to complement renewable energy sources was ‘important’, whilst a lower proportion of 

consultees (5%) believed this need was ‘not at all important’. One respondent (3%) was unsure whether 

the need to promote the use of natural gas to complement renewable energy was important or not. 
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(c) Mitigating climate change by supporting renewable technologies 

 

 

49% (21 respondents) placed a certain degree of importance regarding the need to mitigate climate 

change by supporting renewable technology; 28% (12 respondents) indicated that they felt that the 

need to mitigate climate change was ‘very important’. Some respondents placed a lesser emphasis on 

the importance of mitigating climate change through support for renewable technologies; 19% (eight 

respondents) believed the need was ‘not that important’, whilst 2% (one respondent) believed the need 

for ‘not at all important’. 3% (one consultee) did not provide an answer to the question. 
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(d) Supporting community initiatives if the site becomes a producing well 

 

 

 

A high proportion of those who provided feedback believed it to be either ‘important’ (41%) or ‘very 

important’ (50%) for Celtique to support community initiatives if it’s Broadford Bridge-1 site were to 

become a producing well. A much lower proportion of respondents downplayed the need for Celtique to 

support community initiatives; three respondents (7%) suggested that this was ‘not that important’. 2% 

(one respondent) did not know whether this issue was important or not. 
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(e) Creating employment and apprenticeship opportunities for local people 

 

 

 

A high proportion of those who provided feedback believed it to be either ‘important’ (38%) or ‘very 

important’ (48%) for Celtique to create employment and apprenticeship opportunities for local people.  

A much lower proportion of respondents downplayed the importance of this issue; four respondents 

(10%) indicated this issue was ‘not that important’, whilst one respondent (2%) expressed their view 

that the issue was ‘not at all important’. One respondent (2%) was unsure whether it was important or 

not for Celtique to create employment and apprenticeship opportunities for local people.  
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4.7 General Comments 

 

 

 

Among the written comments received from respondents providing such feedback, 10 comments (45%) 

were generally supportive; six comments (27%) placed emphasis on traffic issue; four comments (18%) 

were generally negative; one raised concerns regarding the protection of fresh water aquifers, whilst 

one comment (5%) was neutral in tone. A more detailed breakdown of the comments received are 

listed below: 

 

Generally supportive comments indicated the following; 

 

 Support for the choice of site location; 

 Support for the contribution such a development could make to the UK’s energy security; 

 Support for the exploitation of indigenous natural resources; 

 Support for an exploratory well site as opposed to a housing development; and 

 General approval of a well presented exhibition. 

 

Comments regarding traffic issues included; 

 

 The need for speed cameras on Adversane Lane (B2133); 

 Concerns over the impact of increased traffic along Marringdean Road; 
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 Concerns over the potential increase in the number of traffic accidents at the junction between 

Adversane Lane (B2133) and the A29; identified as an accident ‘blackspot’; 

 Concerns over traffic flow due to drop-off/pick-up activity at Montessori Nursery at Adversane; 

and 

 General concerns about additional traffic generation. 

 

Generally negative comments indicated the following; 

 

 Concerns about long-term impact; 

 Objections in principle against the exploitation of finite resources (oil or gas) contributing to 

climate change; 

 View that exploration in the area is both unfortunate and unnecessary; 

 Concerns that exploration at Woodbarn Farm is the beginning of several large drilling sites 

within the rural area; and 

 Scepticism regarding the  potential employment opportunities available 

 

Neutral comments included: 

 

 An intention to follow Celtique’s proposals with interest. 
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4.8 Demographics 

 

(a) Gender 

 

 47% (20 respondents) of those who provided feedback, following the exhibition event were male; 44% 

(19 respondents) were female; 9% (4 respondents) did not provide an answer. 
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(b) Age 

 

 

 

The 55 to 64 and 65 + age groups were overwhelming represented through the feedback provided. 

53% (23 respondents) were aged 65 or over, whilst 33% (14 respondents) were aged between 55 and 

64. The 45 to 54 age group represented 12% (5 respondents) of those providing feedback, whilst 2% 

(one respondent) represented the 35 to 44 age category. There were no consultees from either the 26 

to 34 or the 18 to 25 age categories, who provided feedback following the public exhibition.   
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5.  Responses 

 

During the consultation there were a number of issues raised by respondents that Celtique have sought 

to address in its proposals. 

 

Visual impact 

If planning permission is granted, Celtique would lease the drilling equipment used at Broadford Bridge-

1. Given that these rigs are in constant demand from onshore oil and gas developers throughout the 

UK and Europe, no decision will be made on the final rig model until Celtique knows which rigs are 

available. 

 

However, the tallest drilling rig that could be used on the site would be no higher than 36m tall. 

Furthermore, Celtique has chosen this well site because of its discrete location and the significant 

amount of woodland around the site, including Pocock’s Wood and Prince’s Wood. The woodland will 

provide excellent screening for Celtique’s operations and will ensure that the visual impact of Celtique’s 

operations is minimal. 

 

 

Traffic 

Celtique’s proposals will generate a maximum of 35 additional two-way vehicle movements a day, 

which would represent just a 1.9% increase on existing traffic movements. The estimated breakdown 

across the separate stages is as follows: 

 

Activity Duration Maximum Generated Daily Movements  

HGVs Light Vehicles 

Phase 1: Construction of access 

road and well site 

6 Weeks 22 13 

Phase 2: Mobilisation of Drill 

Rig - set up, drilling mode and 

dismantling 

10 Weeks 8 27 

Phase 3a / 3b: Short-term test 2 Weeks (min.) 2 4 
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/ evaluation programme / 14 Weeks 

(max.) 

Phase 4a / 4b: Restoration / 

Retention 

6 Weeks (min.) 22 13 

 

In addition, Celtique will be operating a ‘right in/left out’ system at the access to the site to prevent 

traffic travelling through the village of Broadford Bridge. 

 

Celtique notes a number of residents have proposed various traffic calming measures including traffic 

lights and speed cameras on the B2133. Celtique will explore the scope for introducing these measures 

as part of an ongoing dialogue with officers at West Sussex County Council prior to the determination of 

its application. 

 

 

Noise 

During the construction period, noise levels will be similar to that of a typical civil construction project 

where earth-moving equipment is in operation. Celtique will limit its operations to working hours agreed 

by the County Council to ensure that the impact on local residents is minimised, and the distance of the 

site away from residential properties should ensure that this work proceeds without undue notice. 

 

Construction work for the site will only be undertaken during working hours agreed with the County 

Council. These will be likely be during conventional working hours (07:30 – 18:30hrs Monday to Friday, 

07:30 – 13:00 hrs Saturdays) to minimise any disruption for local residents. No construction work would 

be undertaken on Sundays or public holidays.  

 

Protection of  groundwater aquifers 

Celtique will drill down to a designated depth below any freshwater aquifers, at which point the drill 

string will be removed and surface casing will be run into the wellbore. The surface casing is then 

secured in place with cement. The combination of casing and cement acts as a barrier to protect the 

water aquifer throughout the drilling process. Drilling resumes once the cement sets, and the 

casing/cementing process is repeated at an additional ‘intermediate’ stage deeper underground.   
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6.  Summary 

 

In line with West Sussex County Council’s Statement of Community Involvement, Celtique has 

undertaken a programme of public consultation to engage with local residents and stakeholders on its 

proposed Broadford Bridge-1 exploratory well site at Woodbarn Farm.  

 

The consultation programme consisted of early stakeholder briefing meetings and a two day public 

exhibition event, with a preview event for key stakeholders beforehand. To maximise public attendance, 

over 6,000 invitation letters were delivered to local residents. Key stakeholders were also written to and 

contacted, and advertisement was securing in the local newspaper. In addition, a community 

information line and consultation email address were set up and publicised on a dedicated consultation 

page, which was added to Celtique’s website. 

 

The public response from the two day public exhibition event has helped Celtique to build a stronger 

understandingof the key issues for local people and stakeholders. Over the course of the two day 

consultation event, 155 members of the public attended, generating 37 completed comment forms and 

a number of telephone and email enquiries. 

 

The issues that were most frequently raised by attendees included noise, traffic and visual impact of the 

drilling rig. Consideration was also given to  concerns about the necessity of oil or gas exploration, and 

the potential contribution to climate change. 

 

In response, Celtique has sought to provide assurances that stringent measures will be taken to ensure 

that the impact of its operation is minimised. During the construction period, Celtique will only carry out 

activity within the hours agreed with West Sussex County Council.This, coupled with the relatively 

remote location of the proposed site away from residential properties and natural screening, should 

address local concerns regarding noise.   

 

Anticipating concern from local people about the perceived impact of increased road traffic and HGVs, 

especially on Adversane Lane (B1233), Celtique displayed the results of its Traffic Impact Assessement 
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revealing that its proposals will generate a manximum of 35 additional two-way vehicle movements per 

day; this would represent just a 1.9% increase to existing traffic levels. 

 

With regards to visual impact, Celtique highlighted that the tallest drilling rig that could possibly be used 

at the site would be no higher than 36m tall. Furthermore, BroadfordBridge-1 was carefully selected 

because of its discrete location and natural screening from both Pocock’s Wood and Prince’s Wood. 

 

Celtique is committed to keeping the local community updated as the plans progress. The community 

information line and consultation email address will continue to operate and there is a dedicated page 

on Celtique’s website about the consultation process. Celtique submits its application to West Sussex 

County Council fully aware that the Council’s own consultation may reveal further issues and lead to 

further disucssion of the Broadford Bridge-1 proposals. Celtique will, where possible, continue to remain 

open to further engagement throughout the planning process as the applicaion proceeds towards 

determination.    
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7. Appendix 

 

7.1  Map showing public exhibition invitation  letter distribution area 
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7.2  Public exhibition invitation letter 
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7.3  Press advert that appeared in the West Sussex County Times on 14 June 

2012 
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7.4  Press coverage (West Sussex County Times, 14 June 2012) 
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Press coverage (West Sussex County Times, 28 June 2012) 
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7.5  Exhibition Boards 
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7.6  Comment form 
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7.7  Consultation website page 
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7.8  Community contact log 

 

 

Date 
Method of 

contact Comments 

08/06/2012 Phone 
Lived in Billingshurst over 20 years; unsure as to the location of 
Broadford Bridge 

08/06/2012 Phone Lived in Billingshurst; unsure as to the location of Broadford Bridge 

11/06/2012 Phone Requested corresponse address to send a letter to Celtique Energie 

12/06/2012 Phone 
Received letter and would like to know where the proposed drill site 
is 

12/06/2012 Phone 
Received letter and wondered whether CE would like to test for oil in 
her backgarden 

12/06/2012 Phone Wanted to know where the proposed site will be 

12/06/2012 Phone 
Wanted to know where the proposed site will be; was wondering 
whether it will interfere with the sale of her land, near Billingshurst. 

14/06/2012 E-mail 

Interested in proposals because as a country we need to develop 
natural resources; cannot attend exhibition so requested copy of 
exhibition boards. 

20/06/2012 Phone 

Calling on behalf of company called Protel - company provides 
notification of oil and gas projects to potential suppliers. Provided 
details if Celtique wished to avail of their service further down project 
timeline for Broadford Bridge. 

21/06/2012 E-mail 
Ashington PC would like to view the proosals to confirm whether 
there are any impacts from Celtique's proposals 

22/06/2012 Phone 

Asked what the application would entail. Offered to send through a 
hard copy of the exhibition information, which Mrs Alford would be 
glad to accept. 

25/06/2012 E-mail 
Could not make exhibition; does Celtique have any details that can 
be e-mailed? 

25/06/2012 E-mail 
Missed Broadford Bridge consultation event; would be grateful if 
Celtique could forward any information about the proposals. 

05/07/2012 E-mail 

Wish to lodge objections regarding pollution issues such as chemical, 
visual, odour, noise and light. Area cannot sustain another large 
industrial site; additional traffic would be unmanageable burder on 
road; present wells only produced a small amount of oil. 

 


