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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

A review of the latest Minerals and waste policy documents in West Sussex has identified 
the following: 

 Annual Monitoring Report 2010/11 – the aggregate landbank of sites with valid 
planning permission for mineral extraction (at the end of 2010) is 4.7 years, 
compared with the minimum 7 years recommended in Government guidance; and 

 West Sussex Waste Local Plan (submission draft) – there is a theoretical shortfall of 
new inert landfill capacity of 3.6 to 5.4 million tonnes over the plan period. 

This brief report has been prepared by SLR on behalf of the Applicant to show an indicative 
revised restoration scheme at Washington Sand Pit which will allow for the continuation of 
mineral extraction to ensure that permitted aggregate reserves are not sterilised and the 
proposed infill of the quarry void with inert fill to achieve an improved final restoration 
scheme.   

The proposals in this report are very much a ‘draft for discussion’ and have been prepared to 
provide West Sussex County Council with an indication of a resultant landform and likely 
timescales.   

A general description of each phase has been outlined below supported by a supplementary 
plan and 3D view of each.  For reference purposes a 3D view of the site survey has been 
included below: 

 

 

Fig 1.0: Current site survey1 (Ref: W41-F-0311) 

 

                                                
1
 Note based on 2011 Site Survey new Site Survey being undertaken by SLR in April 2013.  
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2.0 POTENTIAL REVISED PHASING 

2.1 Phase 1 

This shows the potential initial phase of infilling to the southwest of the application site, this 
option preserves the haul road, and creates a 1(v):5(h) slope which ties into adjacent ground 
levels. The 1:5 slope is intercepted by a 1(v):2(h) slope which drops down to the haul road, 
this would be filled against in later phases.   

 

 

Fig 1.1  Plan view of Phase 1 infill 

This initial phase would accommodate approximately c.115,000cu.m of fill. 

 

Figure 1.2 3D View of Phase 1 infill 
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2.2 Phase 2 

The second phase of infilling would involve backfilling against the western face, this would 
preserve access to the haul road and lower part of the pit.   

The surface would slope up from existing levels at 1(v):5(h) before intercepting a 1(v):2(h) 
slope down into the base of the pit.   

The steeper 1(v):2(h) slope being backfilled against in Phase 3.  

 

Fig 2.0 Plan view of Phase 2 infill 

The total volume of fill accommodated in Phase 2 would be approximately 65,000cu.m 

 

Fig 2.1 View of Phase 2 infill 
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2.3 Phase 3 

Phase 3 of the infilling would take place within the resultant ‘bowl’ left by Phases 1 and 2, 
and would bring levels up to the same level as the bench between the upper eastern face 
and promontory of land to the north.  

 

Fig 3.0 Plan view of Phase 3 infill  

This phase would accommodate 110,000cu.m of fill 

 
Fig 3.1 3D View of Phase 3 infill 

2.4 Phase 4 

In order to slacken the slope at the toe of the promontory of land to the north materials would 
be placed over the intervening bench and Phase 3 infill area; this would absorb a further 
4,000cu.m of fill.  
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Fig 4.0 Plan view of Phase 4 infill 

 

 

Fig 4.1 3D View of Phase 4 infill 
2.5 Phase 5 

The final Phase of infilling would involve the backfilling of the current site access area to 
remove the valley feature and create a landform more akin to that seen in the surrounding 
landscape.   
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Fig 5.0 Plan view of Phase 5 infill 

Infilling within this area would accommodate a further 15,000cu.m of Fill.  

 

 

Fig 5.1 3D View of Phase 5 infill 
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3.0 INDICATIVE VOLUMETRICS AND DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS  

3.1 Indicative Volumetrics  

The indicative volumetrics for the 5 Phases illustrated in this report are shown in the table 
below: 

Table 1.0 Indicative Volumetrics  

Phase Number 
Potential Volume (cu.m) 

1 115,000 

2 65,000 

3 110,000 

4 4,000 

5 15,000 

Total Volume (cu.m) 309,000 

3.2 Development Proposals  

The current planning permission at Washington Pit (DC/2500/08(SR) requires the restoration 
of the site to be started by 31st December 2013.   

In its current state this will lead to the sterilisation of existing permitted aggregate reserves 
and remove the opportunity to secure an improved and updated restoration scheme for the 
longer term benefit of the area. 

The revisions being sought at Washington Pit include the following: 

 An additional two years for continued sand extraction to ensure the removal of all 
permitted reserves; 

 The importation, over a five year period, of 309,000 cu m of inert fill to secure an 
improved restoration of the site; and 

 A recycling plant over the five year period to ensure that recycling is maximised and 
only waste requiring disposal is used in the restoration of the site. 

3.2.1 Access  

It is considered that the existing access arrangements will continue to be utilised.  

3.2.2 Throughput  

Based on a conversion rate of 1.8 cu m to 1 tonne it is calculated that 309,000 cu m equates 
to 171,667 tonnes of inert infill which over a 5 year period averages 34,333 tonnes a year 

3.2.3 HGV Movements 

Based on 34,333 tonnes a year, 16 tonne loads and 250 working days a year this results in 9 
vehicles (18 movements) a day and with use of backhaul arrangements for the sand and 
recycled aggregates it is considered unlikely that there would be any significant increase in 
traffic levels. 

3.2.4 Hours of Operation  

It is proposed that the Hours of Operation change (MON-FRI) from: 
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 Monday to Friday 0800 to 1800 hours; to Monday to Friday 0700 to 1700 hours (to 
enable delivereies outside of rush hour)  

 

But remain as permitted on: 

 

 Saturday 0800 to 1300 hours; and 

 No working on Sundays or public holidays except for essential maintenance between 
the hours of 0800 to 1800. 
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4.0 RELEVANT PLANNING POLICIES 

4.1 National Planning Policy Framework 

Minerals policy in the NPPF confirms that minerals are a finite natural resource that can only 
be worked where they occur so it is important to make best use of them to secure their long 
term conservation. 

The NPPF also confirms that mineral planning authorities should make provision for 
maintaining landbaks of at least 7 years for sand and gravel. 

4.2 West Sussex Mineral Local Plan 2003 

Policy 29 of the Plan commits the mineral planning authority for the period after 2006 to 
provide a landbank for the period 2006 to 2013 at a rate of 880,000 tonnes a year. 

Policy 34 also allows for small extensions where sterilisation of mineral resources would be 
avoided and an environmental benefit would occur. 

4.3 West Sussex Waste Local Plan 

The Proposed Submission Draft Plan, November 2012 identifies at paragraph 2.10.12 a 
theoretical shortfall in new inert landfill capacity of 3.6 to 5.4 million tonnes over the plan 
period.  However evidence suggests that much inert material is currently being used for 
beneficial purposes and therefore the need for new landfill capacity is likely to be 
significantly less.  However the restoration of mineral workings is considered to be a 
beneficial purpose and it is important that such opportunities continue to arise so that 
suitable outlets for inert material requiring disposal continue to ariase over the plan period. 

Policy W4 supports the processing and recycling of inert waste where they can be 
accommodated at mineral working and are tied to the life of the proposed operation. 

Policy W9 sets out the tests for deposting inert waste to land including: 

 Need – the plan already identifies a need; 

 Results in clear benefits – the proposals will provide an improved restoration 
scheme; 

 Material is only residual waste remaining after recycling – a recycling plant is 
proposed to ensure this; 

 Genuine need to use waste material – this is the only material available; 

 The material to be re-used is suitable for its intended use – only residual waste which 
cannot be re-used or recycled will be used; 

 The amount of waste is the minimum required – the proposed phasing plans 
indicates that this is the minimum amount to achieve an improved final landform; 

 No adverse impacts on natural resources or environmental constraints – 
assessments wiouls accompany any planning application to demonstrate no adverse 
impacts; 

 No adverse impact on protected landscapes – the site is an existing sand pit and the 
proposed restoration scheme will provide long term benefits to the area; 

 No sterilisation of minerals – the proposed scheme will ensure no mineral is 
sterilised; and 

 Restoration of the site to a high standard – the purpose of the scheme is to deliver a 
more up to date, higher quality restoration scheme. 
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Policy W13 deals with protected landscapes and the proposed scheme would be designed 
to ensure that it enhances rather than undermines the objectives of the National Park, as 
required by part b of the policy. 

 

Policy 20 on restoration and aftercare seeks high quality, practicable schemes which it is 
intended to deliver here and maximising local landscape character, biodiversity and wider 
environmental objectives.  The scheme would also seek to deliver public amenity benefits 
with car parking and public access. 

 

All plant and machinery would be removed upon completion and a phased scheme would be 
provided to ensure progressive restoration at the earliest opportunity. 
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5.0 CLOSURE 

This pre-application report has been prepared by SLR Consulting Limited with all reasonable 
skill, care and diligence, and taking account of the manpower and resources devoted to it by 
agreement with the client.  Information reported herein is based on the interpretation of data 
collected and has been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.   

This report is for the exclusive use of Britaniacrest Recycling Ltd; no warranties or 
guarantees are expressed or should be inferred by any third parties.  This report may not be 
relied upon by other parties without written consent from SLR. 

SLR disclaims any responsibility to the client and others in respect of any matters outside 
the agreed scope of the work. 
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