
Overoll Charocter

Bordering Surrey in the north of the county, this area has a pastoral and densely wooded characten Low wooded ridges are dissected bysteep wooded gills and narrow lanes. Interspersed between the woodland is a patchwork of mosfly small to medium sized pastures
enclosed by thick hedgerows and shaws. Homes and farms are scattered throughout this area" Remnant parkland and field .orner ponds arerecurring features. DesPite the relative Proximity of Gatwick Airport and Crawley to the east, the area retains a strong rural characten

Key Choroaeristics
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Low Weald Hills
o Unduhting low and densely wooded ridges running mosdy east-west" Distinct

escarpment to the north of Horsham and low escarpment at Rowhook

O Blocks and srips of interconnecdng woodland, including a large number of blocks of
ancient woodland. Western area characterised by woodland of some size.

a Moitly rural character with intricate patchwork of small to medium size pasture fields
with a combination of sinuous and straight boundaries. Large4 more open, field patterns
in dre east

o Strong pattern of shaws and hedgerows enclosing fields with marure single oaks in
hedgerows and fields.

O Network of narrow laneq sometimes sunken, cross the area with strong definition north-
south. Many of drem are former droveways for cattle, pigs and sheep.

o Steep, secretive wooded gills.

O Hidden hammer ponds near RomanWoods with characteristic narrow form.

O Remnant par*land in the north east, north ofWarnham.

o lncludes the main tributaries of Arun; North River and Bohings Brook which meander
through mosdy narrow valleys with undulating valley sides, dissecting area north to south"

o Dispersed setdement pattern of scatrcrcd farml cott€es. hamlets and linear vlllages.
Linear ridgetop vilhges such as Rudgwick and Rusper are set on higher ground. Farm
cotuges dispersed along hnes" Rusper fonns a particularty attractive area with a
traditional core. Some suburban developmem on village edges.

a StronE historic vernacular of sandstone. half tlmber and plaster/brick rile hanging and
weatherboarding. Rich collection of timber frame buildings in Rudgwick and surrounding
area. Local landrnark of Rudgwic* Church spire.

I Occasional clay quarries/pia and brichrrrorks, Noaily in Kingsfoldvalley.

o Suburbanisation along the A28 l.

Low Weald

fhe oreo covered by rhe Sheea inc/udesr

The UpperArun yol/ey {Areo P/,). the Rowhook ond RudgwickWooded
Ridge (Areo 1i j, and rhe Wornhonr and Ruspetwooded Ridge (ltreo
/21 Landscape Character Areas defined in !he unpublished
Horshm District Lilds€pe Cheacter AsEsment
(October 2003).
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Historic Feotures
o Path of the Roman road, Stane Strect.
a Moaxed sites.
a Small to rnedium-sized linear {ields associated with old droveways.

o Small and large irregular fields carved out of woodland (assarts).
a Many historic farmsceads and cottages.

o Hammer ponds and remains of iron workings.
I Ancient woodland.

Biodiversity
a Exrensive semi-natural broad-leaved woodlands linked by hedgerows and shaws

particularly on the heavy clay hill tops and alongside gill valleys, lnter-connected
woodland of special value.

a Many ancient semi-narural woodlands, but some coni{erised.

r Woodland imporant for tree species such as smallJeaved lime and wild service

tTee.

r Gill woodland.
a Mosses and liverworts in rhe gill woodlands are of national significance.

o Field corner ponds add to habihr interest. Support amphibian populations.

a Upper tributaries of the river Arun cgntaln marginal vegetation and wetland trees.

a Many shaws.

o Unimproved pasture with a concentration south of Kingsfold valley.

Change - Key Issues

a Noise from GaMick Airporr.
a Localised development pressures for urban development.

I Localised intrusion from surburban features-

o Localised loss of hedgerows and shaws-

o Expansion of horse paddocks.

a lncreasing development on narrow historic lanes.

a lncreasing traffic pressures on narrow lanes and minor roads due to proximity of
urban areas of Horsham. Crawley and around Gatwick.

a Poor woodland and hedgerow/shaw management.

o Poor pond managemenl
a Loss of parkland features and introduclion of high fences in the Rudgwick and

Rowhook area.

Landscope and Visu ol Sensitivities

Overall sensitiviry to change is high. Despite the high degree of enclosure in many

parr of the area, some ridgetops and slopes are promihent with dislinctive long views

to both North and South Downs and across the CrawleyVale to the High Weald

Forests. Key sensitivities orel

o Loss of woodland along ridgerops and valley slopes.

a Cumulative impacr of small scale change.

o Any large scale housing/commercial development.

a Cumulative impact of vertical slructures on ridge slopes and ridgetops.
a Small scale incremenal land management change, e.g. expansion of horse paddocks.

a Erosion of the narrow counlry lanes.

I Loss of parkland features, e.g. parkland specimen trees/tree belts etc in
Rudgwick and Rowhook.

a Any developmenr that would damage the integriry of gills or river valleys.

a Unsympathetic flood defences or works to hammer ponds.
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€onserve the rural quality of the a?€a including the pattern of the ag7lcultural landrcape, th€ intricate
patchwork of small scale flelds, ahd llnk€d woodland, and thc intlmate and uhobtruslvc settlement
pattern thrcughout much of the area.

a Conserve and enhance rural wooded character, including the disdndve form of ridgerop woodlands and gill woodlands.

Encoumge positive management and lon6 term woodland regeneration.

a Mainuin and strengthen the interlinking network of hedgerows, woodland and shes. Restore sh*s/hedgerows and single

hedgerow trces throughout pasture land.

O Ensure any development respects historic settlement pattern and form, and building materials.

a Consery€ and enhance the historic character of small scale lield pafternst scaatered development, and moa&d sit$,

a Respect the historic chancter of rural roads and lanes notably thore with sunken profiles. Consider aprproprriate tmftc
management stntegies to reduce truffic pressures on the narrow lanes.

a Conserve the intetrity and characteristic narrcw form of hammer ponds.

a Conserve and replant parkland and garden features such as avenues and designed vistas, parkland trees and estate boundary
features.

a ManaSe the upper tribufdries of the Arun to retain nature conservation interest. Ensure any development respects the form,

spect and natural features of river valleys and watercourses.

a Mainbin and manage field and woodland ponds, for landscape and narure conservauon value.

a Consider rhe cumulative lmpact on landscape character of small developments and land-use change, and avoid the introduEtion of
suburban styles and materials.

I Avoid s$ine development and ensure any new development is well integrated into the wider landscape. Use new woodland,
shaw and hedgerow planting u appropriate.

o Pay particular atrention to d1e sidnt of blecommunicadons masts.

o Plam new woodland and hedgerows around village fringes and along busy urban routes such the A281, Promote the plandng of
amenity trees throughout new housing development

a Establish screen planting around claypits and brickworks noably around the Kingsfold valley.

a Encourage more sympathetic management of horse paddocks.Avoid unslghtly fencing. Encourage new hedge and ree plandng

outside uosightly fence line3. Conserve and enhance existint hedgerows and tree bele around paddocks.

The Guidelines should be read in conlunction with;
t County-wide Landscape Guidelines set out in A Strotegy for the West Sussil landscape (November 2005) published by West

Sussex County Council.

For furthe r information call 0l 243 6421 | 9 or visit @.wesrsussex.gov uk
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character of small scale field patterns

iree planting of shelterbelts and hedgerows
boundaries especially horse paddocks

Promote the
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Overall Choracter

ln the north of the Gounty' this character area comprises a narrow clay vale running north east,/south west between low wooded ridges to
the north' and the higher wooded ridges of the High Weald to the south. lt contains a mixed landscape of woodland, shaws and hedlerows,
Pasture' and low lying areas, overlain by road and rail corridors, and pylon lines. The towns of Horsham and Grawley New Town have a
dominant influence, as do the dual carriageways of the A24 and the A264, which cut through the landscape.

F.rey ChoroAeristlcs
I Flat to gendy undulating narow

clay rale,Mth floodplain and
upper tributarieg of the River
Mole in the nor*r east

tl Crossed by dre upper reaches of
the River Arun in the soutlr west
including one of its rnein
$ibutaries, Boldings Braok

a Pattem of srnall, medum and
large fields with a nariable density
of hedgerows.

O Predominamly pasture farmland
in the nortlr east changing to
arable farmhnd witlr srnaller
areas 9f p65916 ffqu6d
$farnharn and Faygate to tfie
soudr west,

a Scattered tree cover; isolated
woodhnds and copses.

o Distinctive field trees and farm
ponds.

r Mfi road and rail con'idors
and py'on lines.

O Sffont suburban and urban fringe
influences of Cradey, Horsham
and GatwickAirporr

o Sorne localities reain an
enclosed rural character, for
in*ance, west qf lfield,

a Significant area of histork
parkland of Wamham Court

o Large golf course near lfield

a Msual intrusion in parts fronr
retail and indwtrial areas,
housing, and sand and grarel
workings,
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Northern Vales
Low Weald

The oreo covered by the Sheer inc/udesi

The Upper /vlo/e Fornilonds (Kl),rhe Wonthom and Foygotevole (KZ),

!h€ UpperArun ydiley (Pl) Landscape Characrer Areas defined in the
unpublished Horhm Dist?ica Lmdsepe Chuilter
Assessrent (October 2003).

west
sussex
countv
council

\s{!et
H

s



Historic Feotures
a Occasional moared farmsteads such as lfield Court Farm.
a Motte and bailey castle and other medieval earthworks.
a Hisloric parkland at Warnham.
a Mix of small irregular field pattern and more recent, straighter field boundaries.
a Hisroric l"lills.

o North-south drove roads.

Biodiversity
o Fragmented woodland and hedgerow habiars.
I Small areas of ancient woodland and unimproved pasture.

a Small isolated field corner copses and pockets of sreamside woodland.
I Rrver Mole and River Arun
a Warnham Millpond Local Nature Reserve.

I Field ponds and lakes.

Chonge - Key lssues

I Visual and noise impact of Garwick Airpon.
a PTessure of traffic on rural lanes eroding road verges and hedge banks.

a Potenaial pressure for furrher road improvements.
a Potential for increased recreational pressure around Horsham and Crawley.
a Localised visual impacr of urban fringe uses. including development o{ horse

paddocks. smallholdings and small scale industrial uses.

a Pressure for further urban development.
a Loss of hedgerows and hedgerow trees due to agricultural intensification.
a Localised loss of hedgerow boundaries often replaced by posr and wire fencing.

a Pressures for engineered flood defences on river valley and floodplain.

Landscope and Visu ol Sensitivities

Overall sensitivity to change is moderate.Thick hedgerows, hedgerow trees and

occasional woodlands to some extent reduce its visual sensitivity. Howevefi those
parts that retain a stronger rural character and the remaining woodlands, hedgerows,

uninrprovcd grasslands and historic lancs, are particularly scnsitive to chante.
Key sensrtivities ore;

a Large scale commercial and residential developmenr.

I Small scale incremenal changes eroding rural characten

a Unsympathetic {lood defences.

a Pasture improvement and land drainage.

a Expansion of horse paddocks.

a Visual and noise intrusion of major traffic routes.
a Minor and major road improvements.
o Loss of existing woodlands and hedgerow boundaries.
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Lond Management Guidelines

ConservelfiG rnosdy rural dEracter ofthe ar€a.

a Conserve, manage and restore woodlands, hedgerws, hedgerow rrees, field ponds, species rich gmssland and meadows,
unimproved grasdand and meadows,

a Mainhin historic character including small scale field patterns, erthworks and historic parkland.

a Establish a framework of new woodland and hedgerow planting.

a Promote the establishment of field margins in aruble ares.

a Conserve the open character o{ tie floodplain and prcmote natural floodplain management avoiding th€ inroduction of
engineered flood defences.

a Conserve, enhance or restore marginal vegebtion along the River Mole and RivEr Arun lributaries.

a Conserve historic lanes with their anci€nt oaks and unimproved roadside verges.

a Focus on the enhancement of the maior transporr corridors, seeking berter intetration imo the exilting field panern of the
wider landscape.

a Ensure any small sale derelopment responds to the historic dispersed settlemcnt pattern and local design and materials.

a Seek to reduce the inEnsity and visEl impact of horse groing.

a Ensure any new development around the urban edges, in pafticular Horsham, Crawley and Southwater, is well integmted with
the wider landsepe patlern. Encourage bold native woodland and hedgerow planting. Buildings should also blend in with the
landscape in scale, form, colour and design.

a Plant amcnit/ $ms in settlements, particularly around new housing areas"

a Encourage screen planting of mtive tres and woodland arcund roadside buildings and service areas, and industrial and
commercial developmeng including Gatwick Airporc

a Supporr an), lnitiative to creale communit), woodlud for multi purpose objectlves including acdye and pdsive recreation,
timber production and coppicing.

The Guidelines should be read in coniunction with:
a County-wide Landsape Guidelines set out in A Stroaegy For the West .Sussex londscope (November 2005) published byWest

Sussex Counry Council.
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Encourage the establishment of field
margins in arable areas

Maintain hiscoric character including small scale
field parterns. earthworks and hisroric parkland

Encourage
bold native
woodland and
hedge row
planting
around the
urban edges
of Horsham
and Crawley.

Focus on the enhancement of nrajgr
transport corridors

Plan! amenity trees in
settlements, particularly around

new housing areas

Ctoilty'Urbalt fnrcr

For lurther information call 0 I 243 642 I I t or visi! www.weslsussex.gov.uk


